The Earth formed about 4.54 billion years ago from a concretion of a
cloud of cosmic dust. With its magnetic field and the atmosphere that
protect against solar radiation and smaller meteorites, the Earth is
unique. It is the only known planet on which there is water in liquid
form. This resulted in life to develop there, including Homo sapiens
and thousands of other living things.

The Earth, just a tiny grain of dust in the Universe, is the only home for
about 7.5 billion people who can enjoy its blue sky and green fields; its
forests, mountains, rivers, lakes and seas; its glaciers, deserts and vol-
canoes; its heavenly peace and ravaging storms. A special coincidence
of necessary conditions has given rise to the miracle, which is life.

The symbolic Earth at the centre of Latvijas Banka's collector coin "The
Earth" points to its place in human values and its existential integrity.
The jewel-like Earth is enclosed by a transparent diaphanous veil. It rep-
resents the Universe where the planet Earth is floating as an island of life.
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Nominalvertll n perlukors,
sudrab —14.00 g, monétas kopgjais s 0.00 g,
diametrs — mm, kvalitate — proof, mo sta — gluda.
Mongtas dizainu izstradajis Marcis Kalnins.

Mongta kalta UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 5 euro; materials: silver of .925 fineness and perlucor;
weight (silver): 14.0 ight (total): 20.00 g; diameter: 40.
quality: proof; edge: plain.

The coin has been designed by Marcis Kalnins
and struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).

Cilveki vienmer velgjusies izprast un izskaidrot apkartgjo vidi un pa-
sauli. Zemes forma un uzbiive skaidrota no katra laikmeta skatpunkta.
Senos laikos valdija uzskats, ka Zeme ir plakana un tas disks balstas uz
cetriem ziloniem vai trim valiem, kuri savukart stav uz milzu brupuru-
puca muguras. Balsta un virzitaja loma tika uzticéta arT milzu ¢liskai vai
pukim. Senie kiniesi bija parliecinati, ka Zeme ir taisnstiiris ar pusapalu
debesu kupolu, kura iekartas sudraba zvaigznes.

Jau sengrieku filozofs Aristarhs no Samas (ap 310.-230. g. pr.Kr.) no-
naca pie secindjuma, ka Zeme griezas ap Sauli, un izveidoja heliocen-
trisku sisttmu. Nespgja tolaik to matematiski pieradit gan nozimgja
heliocentrisma palikSanu pienémuma statusa. Anaksimandrs (ap 610.—
546. g. prKr.) jau skatfja Zemi ka Visuma sastavdalu, bet Pitagors
(ap 580.-500. g. pr.Kr.) viens no pirmajiem izteica domu, ka Zeme ir
apala. So viedo domu civilizacijai izdevas uz ilgiem gadiem piemirst.
1230. gada Parizes Universitates profesors Johanness de Sakrobosko
(1195-1256) darba Sphaera aktualizéja atzinu par Zemes lodveida
formu. So uzskatu atbalstija lielo jirasbraucgju Kristofora Kolumba
(1451-1506) un Fernana Magelana (ap 1480-1521) atklajumi, kas tur-
klat lava parliecinaties, ka Zeme ir daudz lielaka, neka savulaik domats.
Polu astronoms Nikolajs Koperniks (1473-1543) konstatgja, ka Visuma
centrs ir Saule, bet italu zinatnieks Galileo Galilejs (1564—1642) spgja
pieradit, ka visas Saules sisteémas plan&tas rinko ap Sauli. Savukart an-
glu zinatnieks sers Izaks Niitons (1643-1727), atkladams vispasaules
gravitacijas likumu (1682), sniedza $adas rotacijas pamatojumu. Pirmo
reizi Zemes vizualo veidolu vargja skatit 1959. gada ASV satelita Ex-
plorer 6 siititaja fotoattéla, bet pirmais savam acim to 1961. gada ierau-
dzija PSRS kosmonauts Jurijs Gagarins (1934-1968).

Zeme ir tre§a planéta Saules sisteéma, skaitot no centra, piekta lielaka un
turklat visblivaka Saja sistéma. Ta aprinko apkart Saulei 365 dienas un
6 stundas. Zeme izveidojusies aptuveni pirms 4.54 mljrd. gadu no kos-
misko putek]u makona sabiez&juma. Zeme ir unikala ar savu magnétis-
ko lauku un atmosferu, kas pasarga no Saules radiacijas un mazakiem
meteorTtiem. Zeme ir vienigd zindma planéta, uz kuras atrodas tidens
skidra veida. Talab arT attistijusies dziviba, kas vainagojusies ar Homo
sapiens, kam lidzas majo tiikstosiem citu veidu dzivu biitpu.

Zeme, kas ir tikai nieka puteklitis Visuma, ap 7.5 mljrd. cilvéku ir vie-
nigas majas ar zilam debesim, zaliem laukiem, meZiem, kalniem, up&m,
ezeriem un juram, ar ledajiem un tuksnesiem, ar vulkaniem, ar paradi-
zes mieru un viesulu trakumiem. Ipaga visu nepiecieSamo apstaklu sa-
krittba lavusi notikt brinumam un rasties dzivibas oazei.

Latvijas Bankas kolekcijas monctas "Zeme" centra ievietotais Zemes
simbols norada uz tas vietu cilvéka vertibu loka un eksistencialo vieno-
tibu. Darglietai lidzigo Zemi aptver caurspidiga aploce. Ta ir norade uz
Visumu, kura ka dzivibas sala peld plangta Zeme.

Humans have always wanted to understand and explain their surround-
ings and the world. The shape and structure of the Earth have been
portrayed from the viewpoint of each century. In ancient times, the idea
predominated that the Earth was flat, with its disc supported by four
elephants or three whales, which, in their turn, stood on the back of a
huge turtle. The role of a support or mover was also entrusted to a gi-
gantic snake or dragon. The ancient Chinese were sure that the Earth
was a rectangle with a semi-spherical dome of the sky from which sil-
ver stars were hung.

The ancient Greek philosopher Aristarchus of Samos (ca. 310-230 B.C.)
came to the conclusion that the Earth revolved around the Sun. He de-
veloped a heliocentric system, albeit the inability to provide mathemat-
ical proof meant that heliocentrism simply remained an assumption.
Anaximander (ca. 610-546 B.C.) already treated the Earth as a part of
the Universe, and Pythagoras (ca. 580-500 B.C.) was among the first to
propose the idea that the Earth was round. Yet the civilised world man-
aged to forget this clever conjecture for centuries. In 1230, professor
Johannes de Sacrobosco (1195-1256) of the University of Paris revived
the presumption of the spherical form of the Earth in his treatise
Sphaera. This point was borne out by the discoveries of the great ex-
plorers Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) and Ferdinand Magellan
(ca. 1480-1521) who also brought home the observation that the Earth
was much larger than once thought. The Polish astronomer Nicolaus

Copernicus (1473-1543) concluded that the Sun was at the centre of the
Universe, and the Italian scientist Galileo Galilei (1564—1642) managed
to prove that all the solar system planets revolved around the Sun. The
English scientist Sir Isaac Newton (1643—1727) provided an explanation
for this by discovering the universal law of gravitation (1682). For the
first time, people could see the shape of the Earth in 1959 in a photo-
graph sent by the US satellite Explorer 6, whereas the first to see it first-
hand was the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin (1934-1968) in 1961.

The Earth is the third planet in the solar system, counting from the centre,
and the fifth largest and, what is more, the densest planet in this system.
It takes 365 days and 6 hours for the Earth to rotate around the Sun.



