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2012. gada 14. oktobrT aprit 150 gadu, kops nodibinata Rigas Politehniska augst-
skola (paslaik — Rigas Tehniska universitate; RTU) — pirma augstakas izglitibas
macibu iestade tagadgjas Latvijas teritorija un pirma tehniska universitate Baltija.
Augstskola veidota péc ta laika Eiropas modernako — Cirihes, Hannoveres un
Karlsriies — tehnisko augstskolu parauga. Taja macjas tikai viriesi no visas Krievi-
jas impeérijas, ta bija privata augstskola ar vacu macibu valodu, un to uzturgja Bal-
tijas muiznieciba.

1896. gada augstskola parveidota par oficialu Krievijas impérijas augstskolu — Ri-
gas Politehnisko institlitu (RPI). Nemot véra Eiropas augstskolu paraugu, institiits
saglabaja autonomiju, bet macibas notika krievu valoda. 1. pasaules kara laika
institiitu evakugja uz Maskavu, un tur tas darbojas lidz 1918. gadam.

Nostiprinoties jaunajai Latvijas valstij, 1919. gada 28. septembrT uz RPI bazes tika
nodibinata Latvijas Augstskola, kur macibas notika latviesu valoda. 1923. gada ta
ieguva Latvijas Universitates (LU) nosaukumu. Vienota tipa augstskola vargja ap-
giit tehniskas, dabas un humanitaras zinatnes. LU ieklavas visas RPI fakultates,
iznemot Tirdzniecibas fakultati. Turpmak augstako tehnisko izglitibu Latvija vare-
jaiegtt LU un padomju varas laika — Latvijas Valsts universitate (LVU).

S\
T
|’i Lats

1958. gada tika atjaunots RPI, kur macijas gandriz 3 000 studentu. 20. gs. 70. gados
institiits kluva par lielako augstskolu Baltija. Pasreizgjo nosaukumu RTU ieguva
1990. gada 19. marta.

RTU darbibas 150 gados taja izglitibu ieguvusi un stradajusi daudzi pazistami zi-
natnieki. Slavenakie RTU macibspeki bija kimikis Vilhelms Ostvalds (vienigais
Baltijas izcelsmes Nobela prémijas laureats) un RPI rektors kimikis Pauls Valdens
(par vairakiem atklajumiem kimija izvirzits Nobela prémijai septinas reizes).

2011. gada RTU studgja gandriz 15 tukst. studentu, turklat 51.6% studiju vietu bija
finans€tas no valsts budzeta. RTU studgja 569 doktoranti, t.sk. 59 aizstavgja pro-
mocijas darbus, pamatstudijas absolvgja 2.3 tikst. studentu, savukart augstaka Ii-
mena studijas — 1.0 tiikst. studentu.

2011. gada RTU stradaja kopuma 412 pétnieku un 531 akademiskais darbinieks.
Katru gadu RTU zinatnieki izstrada vairak neka 300 projektu, piedalas vairak neka
1 000 starptautiskajas zinatniskajas konferenc@s un publicg aptuveni 1 000 zinat-
nisku rakstu.

RTU turpinds studiju procesa reorganizacija, nodroSinot ES prasibam atbilstosu
akadémisko un augstako profesionalo izglitibu Latvijas tautsaimniecibai svarigajas

nozarés. RTU attistiba balstita uz tre$as paaudzes universitates koncepciju, jo kon-
teksta ar argjas vides dinamiskajam parmainam mainas augstakas izglitibas iesta-
7u loma un misija sabiedriba.

Istenojot dazado partneru intereSu un lomu integréSanas modeli, p&tnieciba, t.sk.
fundamentala pétnieciba, nezaudé savu nozimigumu un joprojam ir viena no gal-
venajam RTU aktivitatém. Kvalitativu starptautiski konkurétsp&jigu studiju pro-
grammu Tsteno$ana ir otrs RTU pilars, bet treSais pilars ir zinaSanu parneses nodro-
§indSana. Jaunrade un radoSums ir tikpat svarigs attistibas virzitajspeks un instru-
ments ka racionalas pétniecibas metodes. Papildus tradicionalajam pétniecibas un
izglitosanas funkcijam par svarigu RTU funkciju kltist uznémejdarbibas veicina-
Sana un atbalstiSana. RTU darbiba vitala loma ir saitém ar industriju, privato pét-
niecibas un atfistibas sektoru, finansu institiicijam, profesionalo pakalpojumu
sniedzgjiem, ka arT ar citam universitatém Latvija un pasaulg.

Makslinieks Kristaps Gelzis, atzistot naudu par zinatkares un radoSuma visietekmi-
gako paliginstrumentu, iecer&jis RTU veltito jubilejas monétu ka praktiski lietojamu
instrumentu, kas lauj noteikt izméru, virzienu un izcelsmes vietu. Sts mongtas tap3a-
na Tpasa nozime ir misdienu tehnologijam, un ar §7 nianse vieno monétu un RTU.
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The coin is struck by Rahapaja Oy (Finland).

On 14 October 2012, the Riga Technical University, established under the name of
Riga Polytechnical Higher School as the very first institution of higher learning in
the present-day territory of Latvia and the first technical university in the Baltic
States, marks its 150th birthday. This institution of higher education was modelled
after the most progressive European technical universities in Zurich, Hannover and
Karlsruhe. It offered instruction in German, accepting only men from the entire
Russian Empire; as a private educational establishment it was financed by the Bal-
tic nobility.

In 1896, this higher school was transformed into an official higher educational es-
tablishment of the Russian Empire, with its name changed to the Riga Polytechni-
cal Institute (RPI). Following the example of European universities, the Institute
retained its autonomy, while the official language of instruction was Russian. With
the outset of World War I, the Institute was evacuated to Moscow to operate there
until 1918.

As the Latvian independent statehood consolidated, the Higher School of Latvia
was founded on the basis of RPI, which officially opened on 28 September 1919
and offered instruction in the Latvian language. In 1923, it earned the name of the
University of Latvia. It offered studies in engineering, sciences and humanities.

The University of Latvia incorporated all the former faculties of the RPI, except
the Faculty of Commerce. Hereinafter, higher technical education in Latvia was
offered by the University of Latvia and, during the soviet era, by the Latvian
State University (LSU).

The RPI was renewed in 1958, with the student body of almost 3 000. In the
1970s, the Institute evolved into the largest Baltic establishment of higher educa-
tion. It got its present name of RTU on 19 March 1990.

In the course of 150 years of the RTU existence, many outstanding researchers
were educated and worked there. The most renowned of the RTU academic staff
are Vilhelms Ostvalds (the only Nobel Prize winning chemist of Baltic origin) and
Pauls Valdens (chemist and rector of RPI, seven-time Nobel Prize nominee).

In 2011, the RTU offered degree courses to almost 15 thousand students, and
51.6% of the enrolment did not pay tuition fees as their studies were financed
from the state budget. In that year, the RTU had 569 doctoral students, of which
59 had their thesis defended; undergraduate studies were completed by 2.3 thou-
sand and postgraduate studies by 1.0 thousand students.

In 2011, the RTU employed a total of 412 researchers, and academic staff num-
bered 531. The RTU researchers develop over 300 projects, participate in more
than 1 000 international conferences, and publish close to 1 000 scientific articles
on an annual basis.

The evolution of RTU study processes to provide education, both academic and
higher professional that meets the EU standards, and to produce specialists for all
major branches of the Latvian economy does not cease. It is deeply rooted in the
concept of third generation universities, as in the context of dynamically changing
environment the fundamentally new role and public mission of higher education
should find their reflection in subsequent organisational changes.

Implementing a model of integrating interests and roles of diverse partners, the
research, including also fundamental research, has lost none of its importance and
is still among RTU's core activities. Operating in an internationally competitive
setting, the RTU's quality study programmes form the second pillar, while the
application and transfer of created knowledge constitute its third pillar. Innovation
and creativity as fundamental driving forces and instruments of growth are of si-
milar importance to rational research methods. Along with the conventional re-
search and educational functions, the promotion of and support to entrepreneurial
activities are gaining ever more importance within the RTU. Close cooperation
with industry, private research and development (R&D) sector, financial institu-
tions, professional service providers, and other universities in Latvia and across
the globe is of vital importance as well.

Acknowledging that money is the most influential auxiliary instrument to satisfy
human thirst for knowledge and creativity, the artist Kristaps Gelzis has designed
the collector coin dedicated to the RTU as a small yet practically employable tool,
which enables the measurements of size, direction and source of origin. Likewise,
modern technologies have been of particular importance for the emergence of this
coin and another tool associating it with the RTU.
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