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17. gs. beigas un 18. gs. sakums
bija arhitektiiras un dekorativas
makslas uzplaukuma laiks Kurzemé.
Muizu Tpasnieki sacentas sava starpa par
lielako baznicu un greznako iekartu taja.

Sis vélmes spéja apmierinat Ventspils
koktglnieku darbnica, kas bija izveidojusies
sakard ar hercoga Jekaba lielajiem kugu bivésanas planiem.
Darbnicas télnieks Nikolauss Sefrenss Vecakais (Nicolaus Soffrens; ?-1694)
darinajis Kuldigas Sv. KatrTnas baznicas altara retablu un kanceli (1660-1663),
bet vina déls Nikolauss Séfrenss Jaunakais (1662—1710) kluva par izcilako
Kurzemes baroka meistaru. Baroka laikmets Latvijai atstajis Tpasi bagatu kulti-
ras mantojumu. 17. un 18. gs. celtas Kurzemes baznicas pieder pie vértigaka,
kas tapis Latvijas teritorija vesturisko stilu perioda. Laikmeta pieprasijums
sekméja arvalstu makslinieku un amatnieku ieceloSanu un tadgjadi ari makslas
uzplaukumu.

Liepajas pilséta spgja veiksmigi sacensties ar Kurzemes muiznieku greznibas
ticksmi. Liepajas Sv. Annas baznica 1697. gada tapa Latvijas lielakais baroka
altaris, kura retabls ir viena no Latvijas kulttiras kanona vizualas makslas verti-
bam.

N. Sefrensa darbnica tapusi arT Landzes baznicas altaris un kancele (1701) un
Ventspils pils kapelas iekarta, ko pabeidza Séfrensa padéls Johans Mertenss
(Johann Martens; 1690-1737). J. Mertenss turpinaja Ventspils kokgriez&ju
skolas tradicijas. Vin$ darinajis Salgales baznicas iekartu (1722) un Kandavas
baznicas kanceli un biktssolu (1735-1736). Ugales baznicas &rgelém, ko
1700. gada veidojis Liepajas meistars Korneliuss Raneuss (Cornelius Rhaneus),
kokgriezuma prospektu 1697. gada izgriezis N. S&frensa radinieks Mihaels
Markvarts (Michael Marquart).

Pats lielakais Kurzemes baroka ansamblis (1704-1709) savulaik atradas
Lestenes baznica. Viena stila darinatais altaris, kancele, biktssols, baznicénu
soli un &rgelu prospekts bija N. Séfrensa darbnicas pédgjais darbs. Baznica
1945. gada februari cieta padomju artilérijas apsaudes. 1961. gada darbibu
partrauca Lestenes evangeliski luteriska draudze, bet 1964. gada izdemolétas
iekartas paliekas tika aizvestas uz Tukuma muzeju, savukart Lestenes baznica
1967. gada ierikoja graudu kalti.

Kops 1982. gada Lestenes baznicas iekartas fragmenti dalgji restauréta veida
bija apskatami Rundales pils muzeja. Tagad sakta baznicas €kas atjaunoSana un
kokgriezumu iekartas restauracija, lai to pakapeniski nogadatu atpakal Lesteng.

Lestenes baznicas un N. Sefrensa kokgriezumu atjaunosana uzskatama par
vienu no svarigakajiem Latvijas kultiiras projektiem sena kultliras mantojuma
saglabasana. Lai $is cildenais uzdevums buitu veicams, liela nozime ir katra
pilsona lidzdalibai.

The end of the 17th and beginning of the 18th century was a time of flourishing
architecture and decorative art in Courland. Estate owners competed amongst
themselves for the largest and most lavish church on their property. These
desires were satisfied by the woodworking workshop of Ventspils (then
Windau), which had been established to be part of Duke Jacob's great shipbuild-

ing plans. Woodcarver Nicolaus Soffrens Sr. (?-1694) made the retable and
pulpit of St. Catherine's Church in Kuldiga (Goldingen) (1660-1663), and his
son Nicolaus Soffrens Jr. (1662-1710) became the most outstanding master of
the Courland Baroque. The Baroque era has left a particularly rich legacy in
Latvia. The 17th and 18th century churches in Courland are among the greatest
treasures created in Latvia in the period of historical styles. The contemporary
demand promoted the immigration of foreign artists and craftsmen and thus
also flourishing of the arts.

The city of Liepaja (Libau) managed to successfully match the luxury needs of
the landed gentry of Courland. In 1697, the largest Baroque altar in Latvia was
built in St. Anna's Church whose retable has been included in the Latvian
Cultural Canon as one of its visual art treasures.

The altar and pulpit for the Landze Lutheran Church (1701) and Ventspils
Castle chapel furnishings completed by Soffrens's stepson Johann Mértens
(1690-1737) were also built in Soffrens's workshop. Martens continued the
woodcarving traditions of the Ventspils school. He is the author of the furnish-
ings of the Salgale Church (1722) as well as the pulpit and confession bench of
the Kandava Church (1735-1736). The carved case of the Ugale Church organ
built by master Cornelius Rhaneus from Liepaja in 1700 was made by Michael
Marquart, a Soffrens's relative, in 1697.

The largest Baroque ensemble in Courland (1704-1709) used to be found in the
Lestene Church. The altar, pulpit, confession bench, benches for the congrega-
tion and the organ case built in the same style were the last carvings made in
Soffrens's workshop. In February 1945, the church was damaged by the soviet
artillery bombardments. In 1961, the Evangelical Lutheran congregation of
Lestene discontinued its activities. The remnants of the demolished church were
taken to the Tukums Museum in 1964, and in 1967 the curch became a grain
drying kiln.

As of 1982, the partially restored fragments of the Lestene Church were on
display at the Rundale Palace Museum. Now the church is undergoing renova-
tion, and its woodcarvings are being restored to be gradually taken back to
Lestene.

The restoration of the Lestene Church and woodcarvings by Nicolaus Soffrens
is one of the most important projects in protecting the cultural heritage of
Latvia. The participation of each and every citizen in this project is of vital
importance.
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