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KALEJS KALA
DEBESIS

SMITH FORGES IN THE SKY
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Kalejs kala debesis,

Ogles bira Daugava;

Es paklaju villainiti,
Man piebira sudrabina.

Dainas rindas, kas iekaltas Latvijas Bankas latvieSu tautasdziesmam veltitaja
kolekcijas monéta, ir poétisks véstijums, papildinats ar makslinicka Edgara
Folka zZim&jumiem. Mon&tas aversa bardains jatnieks senlatvieSu varona terpa
raida uz visam pusém ugunigus zibenus. Savukart monétas reversa zemé klataja
sagsa no debestm birst sudraba rotaslietas.

Skarbais virs zirga personificg dabas stihiju, kas nes razibai un labklajibai nepie-
cieSamo debesu veldzi. LatvieSu mitologija $o debesu kalgju dévé par Perkonu
jeb Pérkontévu, kam ir itin prava gimene — mate, meitas, déli un arf vedekla.
Daudzas tautasdziesmas pieminéti pat devini Pérkona dgli, kas ir arT stabulétaji
un bungu sitgji. Perkona meitas ir lietus raditajas, vina sieva tapat sija lietu, bet
spgj arT ducinat. Perkontéva ieroci ir gan zobens, gan pataga, arT dzelzs rikste,
lode, bulta un uguniga milna. Vina lidzinieku virkni citu tautu mitologija aizsak
seno romie$u Jupiters un varenais sengrieku Zevs. Par Pérkona popularitati
tagadgja Latvijas teritorija liecina, pieméram, Daugavpils jezuitu 1734. gada
pierakstits vérojums par Svéto Pérkonu, kuram lauka vidii nests medalus.

Perkontevs biezak tikai pabaida un dod laukiem auglibu lietus veida. Sidrabina
lases veldz€ augus, lauj Rigas meitam velét zida paladzigus un dara pilnakus
zemnieku makus. Sudrabs partop saktas, aprocés, gredzenos, piespraudes, vai-
nagos un citas rotas.

Dabas priekSmetu un dabas paradibu personificéSana un dievinasana tautas-
dziesmas bijusi tik ierasta, ka Krisjana Barona (1835-1923) Dainu skapi, kas
kops 2001. gada ietverts UNESCO programmas "Pasaules atmina" (Memory of
the World) Starptautiskaja registra, $adam dainam gana liela vieta un kopa ar
Pérkonu jeb Debesu kalgju rotajas Saule un Saules meitas, Méness un zvaigznu
pulks. Dainu skapis, kas ir "Latvju dainu" — pirma pilnTga latvieSu tautasdzies-
mu izdevuma (1894-1915) — originalkartotéka, ietverts Latvijas Kulttras kano-
na sadala "Tautas tradicijas", jo "Latvju dainu" tapSana bija viens no latviesu
nacijas izveides pirmajiem soliem. Tekstu klasifikacijas sistéma, kas radita
gandriz 218 tukstosiem dainu, ir ideals tautasdziesmu iedalfjuma paraugs, gan
kartojot tas péc cilvéka miiza posmiem un ritualiem, gan izcelot darba, kara,
gadskartu svetku, mitiskas un neratnas dziesmas.

Vards "dainas", kas savulaik patapinats no lietuviesu valodas, kluvis par atslégas
vardu tautasdziesmu tradicijai un Kri§jana Barona veikumam un par latviskas
identitates simbolu. Dainu skapis tagad ir dala no Latviesu folkloras kratuves

materialu krajuma un glabajas Latvijas Nacionalaja bibliotéka, bet
mitiskas tautasdziesmas vél arvien spgj sugestet un lauj reizém
paltkoties pasaulé gandriz vai ar bérna acim. Gaisas

joslas mijas ar tumsajam gan dzive, gan dainas.

Sudraba dzirksts liek pasaulei uzmirdzgt.
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Smith forges in the sky,
The coals burst into the Daugava;
1 spread my shawl on the ground
And collect a pile of silver.

This Latvian folk song is featured on Latvijas Banka's collector coin which is
dedicated to all Latvian folk songs and bears a poetical message enhanced by
the drawings of artist Edgars Folks. The obverse of the coin features a bearded
rider wearing an ancient Latvian hero's outfit and throwing lightning bolts all
around. The reverse of the coin features a shawl spread on the ground and silver
jewelry falling from the sky.

The fierce rider personifies the element of nature pouring down from the
heavens the nourishment required for fertility and prosperity. In the Latvian
mythology, this heavenly smith is called Thunder or Father Thunder and he has
quite a big family: mother, daughters, sons and even a daughter-in-law. Many
folk songs mention as many as nine sons of Thunder who also play the pipe and
beat the drums. The daughters of Thunder create rain, his wife sifts the rain, but
she can also rumble. Father Thunder can be armed with a sword, a whip, an iron
rod, a bolt, an arrow and a fiery bludgeon. His counterparts in the mythology
of other nations are Jupiter, the ancient Roman god, and the mighty Zeus of the
ancient Greeks. Thunder was very popular on the present-day territory of Latvia
as suggested by, for example, an observation made by the Jesuits of Daugavpils
in 1734 describing how mead was brought to the middle of a field as an offering
to the Holy Thunder.

Most of the time, Father Thunder only scares us and showers fertile rain on the
fields. The silver drops quench the thirsty plants, make the farmers wealthier and
the maidens of Riga can now wash their silk sheets. The silver is transformed
into brooches, bracelets, rings, pins, crowns and other pieces of jewelry.

Personification and worship of objects of nature and natural phenomena was
so common in folk songs that this category of folk songs takes up quite a lot
featured on the list of Registered Heritage of UNESCO's Memory of the World
Programme since 2001. Thunder or the Heavenly Smith is accompanied by Sun
and the daughters of Sun, Moon and an array of stars. The Cabinet of Folk
Songs, which is an original card catalogue of the first complete compilation
of Latvian folk songs (1894-1915), has been included in the Folk Traditions
section of the Latvian Cultural Canon as the compilation process was one of
the first steps in the establishment of the Latvian nation. The perfect textual
classification system created for almost 218 thousand folk songs groups the folk
songs based on the stages of a human life and rituals or according to certain
categories, i.e. folk songs related to work, war, annual festivities, mythical and
naughty folk songs.

The Latvian name for folk songs, dainas, is borrowed from Lithuanian and
has become a key word for the folk song tradition and the accomplishments
of Krisjanis Barons as well as a symbol of the Latvian identity. The Cabinet of
Folk Songs now forms a part of the Latvian folklore collection and is located
the the Latvian National Library, while the mythical folk songs are still able to
mesmerise us and sometimes enable us to look at the world almost like through
the eyes of a child. There are bright and dark days in life as well as in folk songs.
Silver sparks light up the world.



