Existence manifests itself through change. It pulsates in endless rhythmic varia-
tion: heartbeat, dancing, hammer striking an anvil, marching soldiers, ticking
clocks and everyday rushing around. In nature, as well, rhythm and cyclical
passage are the crucial elements. Night replaces day, dawn blooms into a bright
sun, which in turn fades into sunset. The moon waxes and wanes and waxes
again to full moon. Gusts of wind bring clouds and snow and rain but we are
certain to have scorching heat one day and long for refreshing rain.

The Earth, our vast and only home, is full of rhythms that organise and some-
times interfere with people's lives. The place where Latvians are destined to live
has been called God's land, our Green Land and Land of Laima. Everything
seems to be well proportioned here: there are times of bitter cold and times of
blazing heat, there are pouring rains and serene mists that veil our fields and
woods, cities and lakes, villages and farms. To use a fashionable expression, we
live in the comfort zone.

We are a part of constant alternation of the four seasons, with the everyday
course of events illuminated by a change of darkness and light during solstices
and the festivals of Jani, Martinmas, Christmas, Shrovetide and Easter. The
basic processes of nature are a subject of scientific research, while our con-
sciousness has in store more ancient cultural layers that reflect the four primal
forces of nature — fire, water, earth and air —, four cardinal points, four lunar
phases and four dimensions.

The change of seasons is reflected in our ethnography and folklore; in ancient
times, it determined people's lives and work to an even greater degree than
today. The old Latvian names for the twelve months of the year are but one
example: there is Winter Month, followed by Candle Month, Snow Crust or
Dove Month, Tree Sap Month, Leaf or Sowing Month, Blossom Month, Hay or
Linden Month, Rye or Reaping Month, Forest Month, Dead Souls' or Autumn
Month, Frost Month and Wolves Month. Latvian writer Edvarts Virza (1883—
1940) in his romantic work "Strauméni" (1933) provided a vivid description
how the four seasons are intertwined with the rustic life of the Latvian farmer.

The romanticism and poetry seen in the seasons have been an inspiration for
peoples, cultures and civilizations. Venetian Antonio Vivaldi's (1678-1741)
baroque violin concerto "Four Seasons" remains popular centuries after it was
composed. An allegory to spring is Sandro Boticelli's (1445-1510) painting
"Primavera". Latvians recognise their spring in paintings by Vilhelms Purvitis
(1872-1945). The genius of impressionism, Claude Monet (1840-1926),
reveals the pulsating joy of high summer. A melancholic nostalgia flows from
the works by Isaac Levitan (1860-1900) depicting autumn.

The seasons have also been a source of concern and problems for people. How
to keep warm in winter? Is there a danger of flooding this spring? Will the crops
survive the sweltering sun of the summer? Is there a possibility of major storms
in the fall? The symphony of seasons is at the same time a magnificent ode to
joy and an inexhaustible source of inspiration. Now we are reminded of these
also by this Latvian euro collector coin.
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GADSKARTU MONETA

COIN OF THE SEASONS




Esiba piepildas mainiba. Ta pulsé ritmos bezgaliga daudzveidiba — sirdspuk-
stos, dejas, kalgja sitienos, kareivju solos, pulkstenu tikSkos un ikdienas skr&jie-
na. Ari dabas norisu rit€juma visur ir ritms un cikliska aprite. Dienu nomaina
nakts, ausmu vainago saule zenitd, tds spozums pariet rieta atvadas. Pilna
Meness apalo vaigu smaids te dilst, te aug. V&ja brazmas atnes makonus, sniegu
un lietu, bet drosi zinam — atkal atnaks karstas dienas un daba ilgosies p&c
veldzes.

Zeme, misu lielais un vienigais majoklis, piepildita ar ritmiem, kas viedi karto
un reizém arT skarbi jauc visu lauzu dzives gaitas. Vietu, ko latvieSiem l8mis
liktenis, mili dév&jam par Dievzemiti, Zalo zemi un Laimas zemi. Te visa tika-
ma méreniba — savu reizi sala kniebiens, savu reizi — svelme, tad ari tidens
Saltis un veldzg&joss miers, kas tik miligi klaj Latvijas laukus, mezus, ezerus,
pilsetas, ciemus un setas. Moderni biitu teikt — esam komforta zona.
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Te raksturiga pastaviga Cetru gadalaiku maina, kad ikdienu rota saulgriezi ar
gaismas un tumsas miju un gadskartas iezimgjosi svétki — Jani, Martini,
Ziemassvetki, Meteni un Lieldienas. Dabas pamatprocesus péta zinatnieki, bet
tautas apzina uzkrajusies daudz senaki Cetru gadalaiku kulturologiskie slani,
kam piepulcgjas Cetri pasaules pirmelementi — uguns, idens, zeme un gaiss —,
Cetras debespuses, Cetras Méness cikla fazes un Cetras dimensijas.

Ar gadalaiku miju saistitas etnografijas un folkloras tradicijas. Gadalaiku val-
sim allaz pakartoti teju visu cilvéku dzives un darba ritmi. Tie labi ieziméti
senajos latvieSsu ménesu apzim&jumos: ziemas, svecu, sérsnu jeb balozu, sulu,
lapu jeb sgjas, ziedu, siena jeb liepu, rudzu jeb plaujas, silu, velu jeb rudens,
sala jeb salnas un vilku ménesis.

Latviesu literatliras meistars Edvarts Virza (1883—-1940) romantiskaja darba
"Straumeéni" (1933) paradijis, ka cetri gadalaiki savijas ar latvieSu zemnieka
lauku darbiem piesatinato dzivi. Latvijas dabas izjiita caur gadalaiku miju veido
arT Dzimtenes un Tévzemes milestibas pamatus.

Gadskartu romantika, po€zija un burviba iedvesmojusi pasaules tautas, kultiiras
un civilizacijas. Cauri gadsimtiem joprojam satraucosi skan venécie$a Antonio
Vivaldi (1678-1741) baroka vijolkoncerts "Cetri gadalaiki". Ka pavasara alego-
rija staro Sandro Boticelli (1445-1510) gleznojums "Primavera". Latvija Tpass
ir Vilhelma Purvisa (1872-1945) gleznu pavasaris. Impresionisma génijs Klods
Mong (1840-1926) atklaj vasaras krasu dzivibas piesatinato prieku. Skumja
nostalgija pliist no Izaka Levitana (1860-1900) rudens t&lojumiem.

Gadalaiki cilvékiem gada arT problémas un riipes. Ka ziema sasildisimies? Vai
pavasarl nedraud@s plidi? Vai vasaras svelme nenides razu? Vai rudens lieti un
vétras nenesis postu? Gadalaiku simfonija vienlaikus ir arT varena prieka oda un
nebeidzams radoSas iedvesmas avots. Tagad tos atcergties rosina ar1 Latvijas
eiro kolekcijas monéta.

Face value: 5 euro;

weight: 22.00 g;

diamete 0 mm;

metal: silver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof;

edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed
by Arvids Priedite,

modelled by

Ligita Franckevica

and struck by

Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt
(the Netherlands).






