This Latvian fairy tale has been included in the UN anthology of fairy tales and
legends "Ride with the Sun I1". Its literary, authored versions have also gained
popularity, with Vilis Plidons's long poem (1921) being the best well known.
Its emotional message is undoubtedly directed at a children's audience. A pup-
pet animation was made after it in 1972 and a three-dimensional computer
animation in 2005. The musical by poet Mara Zalite written in 1991 already
carries the idea of Latvia's renewal, with the fairy tale plot expressing socially
topical themes and ideals of freedom.

In 2012, Latvijas Banka put into circulation a 1 lats coin with the image of
a hedgehog on the reverse. Now its euro fairy tale series is supplemented by
an oval 5 euro silver collector coin with the protagonist of the fairy tale
"Hedgehog's Coat" on it. It is an old folk tradition that one should also have a
hedgehog's needle in one's hem or mitten — then the wearer will have good luck.
In order to protect the prickly coats and for Latvian hedgehogs to do well, now
it's possible to use the coin for good luck.
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Ezisam, eziSam
Adatinu kaZocins,
Vel pirkstinu nepiediiru,
Jau velas kamola.

Ta par eZiti vésits kada no latvju dainam. Sis adatainais dzivniecins jau izsenis
iemantojis tautas milestibu. Latvija, neraugoties uz urbanizaciju, loti daudziem
joprojam veidojas arT sava personiska pieredze saskarsmé ar So tik savdabigo
pukstétaju. lkviens, kas Latvijas dabas takas vai lauku maju un mazdarzinu
tuvuma reiz saticis eziti, guvis gaisas emocijas un velgjies to apriipet, pabarot
un pieradinat. Ezisi, gan buidami loti piesardzigi, tom&r nereti spgj iedzivoties
majas un bérnu drauga loma.

Ezim biezi piedéveé daudzas pozitivas cilveka Tpasibas — gudribu, caklumu,
labestibu. Tas kluvis par $o tikumu simbolisku t&lu, kas gan mazam, gan lielam
sniedz loti noderigu audzinosu pieméru. Latviesu tautas pasakas ezis attelots ka
liels viltnieks — izdoma un drauga palidziba lauj vinam skrieSanas sacensiba
uzvarét aso zaki. Attapiba, drosme un pacietiba lauj mazajam ezulim pasaka
"EZa kazocins" ieglit princesi par sievu un pasam parversties par staltu kénina
delu.

Vestijuma ar viedu morali pausts, ka reiz bezbérnu parim gadijies ezu bernins —
lai arT mazs, bet niprs. Tik izmanigs, ka pieaugot pratis pat ciikas ganit lielaja
meza. Bet tur medibas nomaldijies zemes valdnieks, kas saticis adataino ganinu
un lidzis, lai ierada celu uz pili. Gudrinieks ezitis par to prasijis valdnieka meitu
par sievu. Keénin$ gan ilgi pretojies, bet, pats nejaudadams tikt lauka no meza,
beigu beigas piekritis eziSa noteikumam. Ezitis, lepni sagerbies, ieradies pili ar
divu melnu gailu vilktiem tasu ratiem. Tur vin$ apprecgjis jauko princesi, kura
z1da priekSautd aiznesusi eziti uz baznicu laulaties. Nakt1, kamer ezitis saldi
gulgjis, jauna sieva vina adatu kazocinu iemetusi uguni. Sadedzis kazocins, bet
nabaga ezitis nu vaidgjis un mocjies cieSanas. TaCu, [1dzko saulite noriet&jusi,
tas vesels c€lies ka brinumdail$ princis! Tad vips ataicinajis uz pili arT savus
vecakus un dzivojis ar jauno sievinu laimigi.

ST latviesu tautas pasaka ietverta ANO valstu tautas pasaku un teiku antologija
"Celojums ar sauli I1". Plasu popularitati guvusi arf tas literarie autorvarianti, no
kuriem pazistamaka ir latvieSsu dzejnicka Vila Pludona (1874-1940) pasakas
"Eza kazocins" 1921. gada po€mas forma rakstita versija. Tas emocionalais
vestfjums neparprotami adresgts bérnu auditorijai. P& Vila Plidona poémas
motiviem 1972. gada uznemta lellu animacijas filma, bet 2005. gada tapusi tris-
dimensiju datoranimacijas filma. Savukart dzejnieces Maras Zalites 1991. gada
rakstita dziesmuspéle "Eza kazocins" jau nes neatkarigas Latvijas atjaunotnes
idejas, pasakas sizetam savijoties ar sabiedriski aktualam t€mam un brivibas
idealiem.

Latvijas Banka 2012. gada izlaida 1 lata ipasa dizaina apgrozibas monétu ar eza
attelu reversa. Tagad tas eiro pasaku mon@tu s€riju papildina ovala 5 eiro
sudraba kolekcijas mon&ta ar pasakas "Eza kazocins" varoni. Sens tic&jums
vesta, ka vienu eza adatinu vajag nésat visur lidzi iespraustu svarku sterbel€ vai
cimda, tad vienmer labi klajas. Lai mazinatu draudus adatainajiem kazociniem
un lai labi klatos arT Latvijas eziSiem, nu ir iesp€ja izlidz&ties ar mon&tu.

Nominalvertiba — 5 eiro,
garums — 42.00 mm, platurr
kvalitate — pro s josta — gluda.

Mongtas dizainu izstradajusi Gundega Muzikante,
modeli veidojusi Ligita Franckevica.
Mongta kalta UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 2

length: 42.00 mm; width: 35.00 mm; metal: silver of .925 fineness;

quality: proof; edge: plain.
The coin has been designed by Gundega Muzikante,
modelled by Ligita Franckevica,
and struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).

Hedgehog had a needle coat;
I had yet to point my finger —
It was rolling in a ball.

That's what we learn about the hedgehog from a folksong. This needle-coated
animal has always been much loved. Urbanisation notwithstanding, many
people have had their own personal encounters with this strange creature.
Almost anyone who has met a hedgehog in a Latvian landscape or near a coun-
try house or a kitchen garden, has developed fond feelings for it and has wanted
to take care of it, feed and domesticate it. A cautious animal, the hedgehog often
gets used to the role of a family friend.

The hedgehog is often ascribed positive characteristics of humans: wisdom,
diligence, kind-heartedness. It has become the symbol and role-model for these
virtues. In Latvian fairy tales, the hedgehog is also depicted as a clever and sly
character: quick thinking, imagination and the help from a friend allow him to
win a race with the fast moving hare. In another fairy tale, resourcefulness,
courage and patience let the puny hedgehog marry a princess and himself turn
into a stately prince.

The plot involves a childless couple who finally get a son — in the form of a
hedgehog. Even though small of stature, the hedgehog is so agile that, as he
grows, up he manages to herd pigs in the big forest. Once upon a time, the king
of the land somehow has got lost while hunting and asks the little swineherd to
show him the way to the castle. The hedgehog is happy to oblige, but asks the
king's daughter's hand in marriage for a reward. The king finally relents and
accepts that condition for getting back home. The day comes when, wearing his
Sunday's best, the hedgehog drives

to the castle in a birch-bark cart
pulled by two black roosters.
He marries the princess, but at
night, while the hedgehog is
sleeping, the bride throws his
prickly coat into the fire.

The coat burns, and the hedgehog
also suffers great torment. Yet
after the sun has set, he is
miraculously cured and becomes
a handsome prince.
The prince invites
his own parents

to the castle and
everyone

lives happily

ever after.




