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EDUARDS
VEIDENBAUMS



"Ka meteors pie makslas debesim Tu pazibgji..." par Eduardu Veidenbaumu
(1867-1892) rakstja vina draugs un novadnieks, dzejnieks Edvards Trei-
manis-Zvargulis (1866-1950). Tacu, lietojot paSam Veidenbaumam tik tuvo
debesu kermenu t€lainibu, diizak vigu gribas salidzinat ar supernovu, kuras
uzliesmojuma spozums ieraudzits p&c tam, kad zvaigznes vairs nav. Dzej-
nieka talanta speks, kas vina dzives laika palika plasakam lasitaju lokam
nezinams, ar gadiem nav mazinajies. Vina 19. gs. nogal€ tapusi dzeja sagla-
bajusi parsteidzo$u aktualitati — Veidenbaumu zina no galvas un citg, ar
vina raditajiem tekstiem top muzikalas kompozicijas arT 21. gadsimta.
"Mosties, mosties reiz, svabadais gars", "Ka gulbji balti padebesi iet", "Do-
maju es domas dzilas" un vl citas vina dzejas rindas atpazist ne tikai litera-
tirvesturnieki — tas joprojam ir ikdienas aprite.

Eduards Veidenbaums pieder pie pirmas latvieSu intelektualu paaudzes,
kura akadémiska izglitotiba vairs nebija unikals retums: latviesu zemnieki,
jau pusgadsimtu brivi no dzimtb@iSanas, tiecas skolot savus bérnus. Tomér
laika, kad Eduards Veidenbaums k]uva par Térbatas Universitates tieslietu
studentu, Baltija nobrieda ekonomiska krize, un ari iekoptas un labi apsaim-
niekotas Liepas pagasta "Kalacu" majas nevargja nodrosinat studentam ma-
teriali bezrlipigu eksistenci. Nacas taupit gan uz partikas, gan apgerba réki-
na, kas savienojuma ar neizbégamo stresu un speku sasprindzinajumu dra-
gaja jauna cilvéka veselibu. Arf liktenigaja 1891. gada decembra vakara,
kad Eduards no Terbatas atgriezas majas, vipam mugura bija parak plans un
izdilis metelis. Vairak neka tris stundas ilgusais cel§ no C&sim lidz "Kala-
Ciem" izradijas pedgjais: saauksteSanas parauga tuberkuloza pneimonija,
kas aprava dzejnicka miizu jau nakama gada pavasari. Miiziba aizejot, vina
konta bija nepilns simts dzejolu (atdzejojumus ieskaitot), dazi Tsprozas tul-
kojumi un Cetri popularzinatniski raksti, kuru tematika — tiesibu vésture,
elektriska apgaismosana, mehanikas teorija, tautsaimnieciba — liecina par
apskauzamu redzesloka plagumu.

Latviesu literatiira Eduards Veidenbaums ir lidz tam neiemita cela gajgjs.
Vina literarie paraugi meklgjami nevis tolaik vél Joti pieticigaja latviesu
dzejas ainava, bet gan pasaules literatiiras virsotngs, kur Horacijs, Sillers un
Heine. Vigs bija pirmais, kura poétiskas domas fokusa atradas nevis piede-
1iba kadam kopumam un ta nozimes apliecinajums, bet gan suveréna, pas-
vértiga individa konfrontacija ar istenibu. Pirmais, kurs tik dzili tvéra dzivi-
bas, naves un dzives jegas jautajumus, tik drosmigi izgaismoja socialas un
gtiskas vainas, par kuram tolaik literatiira rundja pusbalsT cariska rezima
policejiskuma un sabiedribas pienémumu del. ArT trivialakam témam pie-
versies, dzejnieks saglabaja poétiskas redzes asumu, valdzinosu pasironiju
un Tstumu, kas Jauj vina literarajam mantojumam joprojam raisit jiitu rezo-
nansi. Tam apliecinajums ir arT Eduardam Veidenbaumam vgltitais Latvijas
Bankas divu kolekcijas monétu komplekts.

Divu mongétu komplekta katras monétas nominalvertiba: 2.5 eiro,
svars — 20.00 g, diametrs — 35.00 mm, metals — 925° sudrabs,
kvalitate: proof, mongtas josta — ar uzrakstu.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis Arvids Priedite
un gipsa modeli veidojusi Ligita Franckevica.
Mongta kalta Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (Niderlande).

Face value of each coin of the two-coin set: 2.5 euro;
weight: 20.00 g; diameter: 35.00 mm; metal: silver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof; edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed by Arvids Priedite,
modelled by Ligita Franckevica,
and struck by Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (the Netherlands).

"You flashed like a shooting star across the sky of art..." these words were
dedicated to Eduards Veidenbaums (1867-1892) by his friend and poet
Edvards Treimanis-Zvargulis (1866-1950). However, if we do compare
him to a celestial body, he was more like a supernova: we only see the
extreme brightness of its explosion after the star itself is already gone. The
power of the poet's talent, unknown to a wider range of readers during his
lifetime, has not subsided over the years. His poetry, created at the end of
the 19th century, has remained surprisingly topical: people know Veiden-
baums' poems by heart and quote him, composers use his lyrics for music
also in the 21st century. "Awaken thee, free spirit", "The clouds pass by
like white swans", "My thoughts are deep", and other lines of his verse are
known not only by literary historians, they are still used in everyday com-
munication.

Eduards Veidenbaums belonged to the first generation of Latvian intellectu-
als for whom academic education was no longer a unique and rare case:
Latvian peasants, having been free from serfdom already for half a century,
tended to provide education to their children. However, at the time when
Eduards Veidenbaums became a student of law at the University of Tartu
(Dorpat), an economic crisis hit the Baltics. Even the well-tended and man-
aged Kalaci, his family's farmstead, could not provide the student a care-
free life. He had to economize on both food and clothes. This, combined
with the inevitable stress and strain, shattered the young man's health. In the
fatal December evening in 1891, when Eduards was on his way home from
Tartu, the coat he was wearing was too thin and threadbare. Travelling from
Cesis to Kalaci for more than three hours, he caught a cold. It grew into
tuberculous pneumonia cutting his life short the following spring. Veiden-
baums' legacy consisted of less than a hundred poems, including translated
lyrics, several translations of short prose pieces, and four popular science
articles on the history of law, electric lighting, theory of mechanics and
economy. The diverse topics of the articles demonstrate his enviably broad
range of interests.

Eduards Veidenbaums was a trailblazer in the Latvian literature. His literary
models cannot be found in the modest landscape of the Latvian verse of the
period; they derive from the peaks of the world literature — Horace, Schiller
and Heine. He was the first Latvian whose poetic ideas did not focus on
belonging to a certain community and praising its importance, but rather on
the confrontation of a sovereign, self-esteemed individual with the reality.
The first one to perceive and convey so deeply the issues of life, death and
meaning of life, to highlight so boldly the social and ethical flaws that the
literature of the period hardly touched upon due to the potential repressions
of the tsarist regime and assumptions of the general public. Even when ad-
dressing trivial issues, the poet's vision remained sharp, he had a fascinating
self-irony and sincerity. That is why his literary legacy can still touch our
hearts. The set of two collector coins dedicated to Eduards Veidenbaums,
issued by Latvijas Banka, is a tribute to the above.



