Janis Jaunsudrabins (1877-1962) was a famous Latvian author and painter. His
life and work were imbued with bright light and clear vision. Having come from
the countryside, Jaunsudrabins was well familiar with the life on the traditional
Latvian farm and its intimate connection to the cycles of nature. As many Lat-
vians he, too, had to experience personally the dramatic shifts and collisions of
the 20th century. During World War I, Jaunsudrabins shared the fate of many
refugees in Northern Caucasus; then he experienced peace and relative prosper-
ity of newly independent Latvia and familiarised himself with Western culture.
At the end of World War II, Jaunsudrabins was once again a refugee — this time
in Germany where he settled in Kerbeck, living there until his death in 1962. In
1997, Jaunsudrabin$ was reburied in Latvia, near his Nereta birthplace.

Having studied drawing and painting in Riga and perfected his skills in Munich
and Berlin, Jaunsudrabins vividly revealed his sincere and benevolent personal-
ity in his works, both in visual art and literature. He was particularly loved and
acclaimed for his literary work, however, including fiction. Jaunsudrabin$ was
also the translator of many foreign classics. Indication that his oeuvre was in the
highest esteem was the Three Star Order awarded him already in 1927.

During a stay at the writers' retreat Burtnieku Nams on the outskirts of Riga,
Jaunsudrabins started writing his masterpiece, "The White Book", one of the
most outstanding works of Latvian literature. The first part of it was published
in 1914 and the second followed in 1921. It is a fictionalised memoir of the
writer's childhood seen through the eyes of the protagonist Jancis, and, at the
same time, a panorama of the Latvian country life in the mood of the late 19th
century and passing of the year with its four seasons' cycle, supplemented with
heartfelt illustrations by the author. Despite the realism with which everyday
life is depicted, the book has spiritual undertones and its humanist ethic is akin
to Latvian folksongs, the dainas. The benevolent attitude towards nature, people
and life as such grows on the reader and in later life is remembered with great
fondness by many Latvians who read it in their childhood.

An attractive ethnographic testimony, yet, looking beneath the surface, we
encounter in this book a message on the Latvian spirit, character, mentality,
closeness with God and the nature, and toil. Hence "The White Book" is gaining
in importance in our globalised and urbanised environment. It can be compared
to a cornerstone or an anchor, yet it is also a lighthouse that may help one stay
afloat in the stormy global seas. For Latvians, it is a book that is kept not far
from the Bible.

The deceptively provincial lessons of "The White Book" are at the very heart of
the patriotic call once issued by Jaunsudrabins in exile: "Remember Latvial"
Guided by this heartfelt motivation, Latvijas Banka has emitted a euro collector
coin to commemorate the 100th anniversary of "The White Book" by Janis
Jaunsudrabins.

LATVIJAS BANKA
Informacija pa talruni 67022434. Information by phone +371 67022434.
info@bank.lv www.bank.lv
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Nominalvertiba — 5 eiro, svars — 25.80 g,
forma — daudzstaris, metals — 925° sudrabs,
kvalitate: proof, monétas josta — gluda.

Maksliniece Sandra Krastina.
Monéta kalta Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (Niderlande).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 25.80 g;
polygonal form; metal: silver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof; edge: plain.

Artist: Sandra Krastina.

The coin is struck by Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (the Netherlands).

Janis Jaunsudrabins (1877-1962) ir latvie$u literatiiras baltais tévs — rakstnieks,
dzejnieks, dramaturgs un arT gleznotajs. Baltas domas, gaiSuma caurausti darbi,
pasa miizs — dzidrskanigs un gaiss ka baltie bérzi aiz Latvijas zila ezera. Nacis
no Neretas stradigiem kalpiem, no "Krodziniem" un "Riekstiniem" (vélak "Bal-
taja gramata" aprakstitajam Miasmajam), Janis Jaunsudrabins labi zindja lauku
cilvéka dzives svaru, svarigumu un cieso saikni ar Latvijas dabas ritumu. Ka
daudziem latviesiem, arT vinam nacas dzivot 20. gs. dramatisma liklocos lauzi-
tu dzivi. 1. pasaules kar$ aizveda beglu gaitas uz Ziemelkaukazu, tad naca ar
labaki — Latvijas brivvalsts — gadi un rietumu kultiiras iepaziSana. 2. pasaules
kara trimdinieka celi veda uz Vaciju, kur rastas majas Kérbekas "Menesnica"
un glits maza miers, bet 1997. gada Janis Jaunsudrabins parapbedits dzimtas
Neretas pusé.

Vins skolojas Venjamina Blima Rigas ziméSanas un gleznoSanas skola, papil-
dindja zinasanas un prasmes Minhen€ un Berlin€, un vina personiba spilgti
atklajas gleznas un Zimejumos, kas, tapat ka viss vina rakstitais, pilditi ar nepa-
rastu sirsnibu un labestibas gaismu un ari pieder pie klasikas krajumiem. Ipasi
ar stastiem, romaniem un dzeju Janis Jaunsudrabin$ kapa augstaja atzinibas
kalna. "Aija", "Jaunsaimnieks un velns", "V&ja ziedi", "Kaukaza vestules",
"Augszemnieki", "UrSulite", "Ar makskeri", "Zala gramata" — tikai dazas perles
garaja vina radito vertibu virteng. Vins partulkojis arT daudzus pasaules litera-
tiras klasikas darbus. Meistara veikums jau 1927. gada novertets ar Triju
Zvaigznu ordeni.

Janim Jaunsudrabinam uzturoties ripnieka un
mecenata Augusta Dombrovska balstitaja
Milgravja Burtnieku nama, likti

pamati vienam no izcilakajiem

latviesu literatiiras

meistardarbiem —

"Baltajai gramatai",

kuras pirma dala izdevuma veida pie lasitaja nonaca 1914. gada, bet otra —
1921. gada. Tas ir rakstnicka b&rnibas atminu stastu apkopojums maza Janca
skatfjuma un vienlaikus latviesu lauku dzives parskats 19. gs. nogales gaisotng
un Cetru gadalaiku rit€juma, papildinats ar autora sirdssiltajiem zim&jumiem.
Lai arT viss realistiski un sadziviski atainots, "pécgarsa" "Baltas gramatas" t€lo-
juma audums partop romantiska drellu raksta ka latviskajos linu dvielos un
galdautos. Ta ir izcila dv@seliskuma un dainu humanisma skola. "Baltas gra-
matas" augo$o virsvertibu lasitajs apjaus pamazam, maizam ritot, un dazkart ar
sentimenta asaram acfs.

Var o darbu skatit ka saistosu etnografisku kultiirliecibu, bet, ieltikojoties dzi-
lak, rodam vesti par latvieSu garu, raksturu, mentalitati un miizsenajam sakném
Dieva, daba un darba. Talab "Balta gramata" klst arvien svarigaka misdienu
globaliz&taja un urbanizetaja vide. "Balta gramata" ir vienlaikus gan pamats,
gan enkurs, gan baka, kas var [1dzgt turéties lielajas pasaules bangas. Ta ir ka
galda gramata, kas liekama tuvu lidzas Bibelei.

No "Baltas gramatas" Skietami laucinieciskas Janca macibas izaug miisdienas
vitali svarigais un patriotiskais Jana Jaunsudrabina aicinajums "Piemini Latvi-
ju!". Ar $adu sirdsdarba motivaciju Latvijas Banka emité eiro kolekcijas mong-
tu Jana Jaunsudrabina "Baltas gramatas" 100 gadu jubilejas atcerei.






