"What changes, endures". This idea expressed by Rainis in his play "The
Golden Horse" over a hundred years ago is more topical today than ever before:
Latvia is poised on the threshold of important change marked by its historic
accession to the euro area. The 1-lats silver coin entitled "365" puts a symbolic
full stop to the era of the renewed lats. This number is particularly noteworthy
among others, for it makes one recall the days of the year with their endless
diversity of events and the flow of life.

No highly developed society is imaginable without measuring time. The activi-
ties at the basis of Baltic culture already stimulated awareness of the flow of
time, the change of seasons, and the solar calendar. The authors of Latvian
folksongs contemplate the seasons of sowing and reaping, the period of the
activity of the dead men's souls, and other cycles rooted in natural phenomena;
the seasonal festivities of Easter, Midsummer, Michaelmas and Winter Solstice
all find reflection in the folksongs. The rhythms originally dictated by nature
are at the foundation of the culture, traditions, mentality, and work and life ethic
of the nation.

Time is a measure whereby the rate at which any change takes place is deter-
mined. It is also called the fourth dimension. Time characterises the movement
of things from the past through the present to the future. To understand what
time is, hundreds of scientists have delved into the depths of research, yet
answers to the questions why time flows, why it does so in only one direction
or if a quantum of time exists have not been found.

The different perceptions of time are also a thing of wonder. Time may stretch
endlessly, or it may become the most coveted gift with the value of gold. Man's
contemplation of time has been reflected in many dictums like the following:
"The time did not exist before the beginning of the universe" (St. Augustine);
"The wisest are the most annoyed at the loss of time" (Dante); "Nothing can be
longer, since 'tis the measure of eternity; nothing is shorter, since there is time
always wanting to accomplish what we aim at" (Voltaire).

To the coins — carriers of emotional, poetic, narrative or metaphoric messages —
issued by Latvijas Banka is now added a coin that reflects the intellectual and
the scientific. The geometrical abstraction of the graphic design can be likened
to the ascetic image of a scientific diagram. The circle on the obverse of the coin
symbolises 360 + 5 degrees, including the time reference. From there, one
second, one minute, one hour, one day, one month and one year begin their
course; the linear graphic symbols of all of these units of time have been
arranged in concentric lines. Each of them has its importance in the pulse and
flow of existence. Their totality is used to measure the lifespan of an individual,
the history of mankind, and the length of the life of our planet and the universe.

An interesting rebus of fractions has been encoded in the coin, based on the
number 4: seasons, points on the compass, quarters. The % likewise has its
meaning: a dance rhythm, an angle of a portrait, the last step before the finish
line, the academic hour, or 45 half-time minutes of a football match. On the
reverse, the magic of numbers is transformed into the symbol for one lats that is
treated like a shiny sector in the diagram of a circle. The intricate pattern of lines,
resembling our fingerprints, turns into shiny circles forming the aura of time.

The coin "365" is also a reminder of the importance of education and mind,
which will be of use to any poetically inclined Latvian in today's pragmatic
world. The dominant of reason and intellect is being reinforced as Latvia
becomes ever deeper integrated with the common space and time of the
European Union.
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Nominalvértiba — 1 lats, svars — 16.40 g, diametrs — 30.00 mm,
metals — 925° sudrabs, kvalitate — proof, mongétas josta — gluda.
Makslinieks Paulis Liepa.

Mongta kalta Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (Niderlande).

Face value: 1 lats; weight: 16.40 g; diameter: 30.00 mm;
metal: silver of .925 fineness; quality: proof; e plain.

Artist Paulis Liepa.
The coin has been struck by Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (the Netherlands).

"Pastaveés, kas parvertisies," —

§T pirms vairak neka 100 gadiem

luga "Zelta zirgs" pausta Raina atzina

misdienas ir aktualaka neka jebkad agrak, jo

Latvija atrodas uz svarigu parmainu slieksna, ko
iezZim€ vesturiska pievienosanas eiro zonai.

1 lata sudraba mongta ar nosaukumu "365" pieliek
simbolisku punktu atjaunota lata &rai. Sis skaitlis

citu viddl ir Tpasi zZimigs, jo katram liek atcergties gada
dienu virkni ar taja ievito notikumu un dzives
pliismas nebeidzamo daudzveidibu.

Augsti organizgtas sabiedribas pastavé$ana nav domajama

bez laika mérisanas. Jau baltu kultiiras pamatus veidojosas
nodarbes rosinaja apzinat laiku. Latvju dainas apceréts sgjas un
siena laiks, velu laiks un citi dabas norisés saknoti cikli,
daudzinatas Lieldienas, Jani, Mikeli un Ziemassvetki. Sakotngji
dabas diktgtie ritmi likusi pamatus tautas kultirai, tradicijam,
mentalitatei, dzives un darba tikumiem.

Laiks ir m&risanas elements, ar kuru nosaka jebkadu parmainu
atrumu. To déve ari par ceturto dimensiju. Laiks raksturo lietu
kustibu no pagatnes cauri tagadnei uz nakotni. Lai saprastu, kas ir
laiks, p&tijumu dziles gremdgjusies simtiem zinatnieku,

tomer joprojam nav atbildes, kap&c laiks rit, kalab tas pliist

tikai viena virziena un vai pastav laika kvanti.

Brinumaina ir arT atskiriga laika uztvere. Te laiks velkas
ka miiziba, te tas klust par vislielako deficitu ar zelta
vertibu. Cilveku pardomas par laiku atspogulojas
daudzos aforismos, atzistot, ka "pasaule nav radita
laika, bet kopa ar laiku" (Sv. Augustins),
"visgudrakais no cilvékiem ir tas, kuru

visvairak kaitina laika zaudgjums" (Dante),

"nekas nav ilgstosaks par laiku, jo tas ir

miizibas mérs; nekas nav 1saks

par to, jo ta vienm@r nepietiek

misu iecerem" (Volters).

Emocionalu, poétisku,

telaini stastosu vai metaforisku

vestjumu nesosajam Latvijas

Bankas monétam pievienojas mongta ar
intelektualu un eksaktu traktgjumu.

Grafiska risinajuma geometriska abstrakcija
atgadina zinatniskas diagrammas ask&tisko Zimgjumu.
Ripka linija mon&tas aversa simbolizé

360 + 5 gradus, ietverot arT laika atskaites punktu.
No ta savu skrgjienu sak 1 sekunde, 1 minite,

| stunda, 1 diena, 1 ménesis, 1 gads, kuru lineari
grafiskie simboli att€loti uz centru kartotos

Iniju lokos. Katram $adam laika nogrieznim ir sava
nozime esibas pulsa un pliduma. To kopums méra
gan individa dzivi, gan visas cilvéces

vesturi, gan planétas un visuma miiza ritgjumu.

Mongta iekodgts arT savdabigs dalskaitlu rébuss ar
pamatskaitli 4: gadalaiki, debespuses, ceturksni. Savs
véstijums arl % nogrieznim: deju ritms, portreta pagrieziens,
solis pirms fini$a taisnes, akadémiska stunda,

45 futbola maca puslaika mindites. Savukart reversa skaitlu
magija partop 1 lata simbola, kas trakt&ts ka spozs sektors
apla diagramma. Smalkais ITniju raksts, atgadinot

pirkstu papillaras linijas, vedina gaismas starus mest
mirdzoSus aplus un veido laika auru.

Mongta "365" atgadina arT par izglitibas un prata nozimi,
kas lieti noderés poétiski noskanotam latvietim

moderna laikmeta eksaktas un pragmatiskas pasaules
skréjiena. Saprata un intelekta dominante

pastiprinas, Latvijai arvien dzilak ieklaujoties

Eiropas Savienibas kopgja telpa un

dinamiskaja aprite sabalsojoties

kopigajam laikam.





