KARLIS ZALE




Iz8kirosos véstures brizos providence nereti izvirza jaunus, energiskus un agrak
nezinamus varonus. Tie ir ne tikai kaujas ruditi karaviri, bet arT tautas gara jun-
ditaji — dzejnieki, komponisti un makslinieki. Izcilais latviesu t€lnieks Karlis
Zale (1888-1942) bija laikmetigs nacionalas idejas karognesgjs, kura talants
uzplaiksnija Tsi, bet spozi: Bralu kapu memorialais ansamblis un Brivibas pie-
mineklis ieguva nacionalas vertibas statusu.

Karlis Zale profesionalas prasmes izkopa, studgjot un stradajot Krievija (Kaza-
1na, Maskava un Sanktp&terburga), un papildinaja zinasanas Berliné. Vins atgrie-
zas Riga 1923. gada ka nobriedis meistars un iesaistijas Bralu kapu memoriala
ansambla izveidg, kur vina lidzgaitnieki bija arhitekti Andrejs Zeidaks, Péteris
Feders un Aleksandrs Birzenieks. Karla Zales parzina bija gritakais uzdevums —
telnieciski formul@t latviesu karavira spgju sevi lidz galam ziedot cina par tévze-
mes brivibu, paradit dramatiskus notikumus tautas eposa kvalitatg, jo Bralu ka-
pos gulditie 1. pasaules kara un Latvijas brivibas cinpu karaviri bija upuri Latvi-
jas valsts tapSanas varda. Izcila memoriala arhitektonisko dalu vainago Karla
Zales skulpturalas grupas — to makslinieciski augstvertigaja un monumentalaja
trakt€juma jausamas tolaik aktudlo modernisma formu izpausmes. Bralu kapu
memoriala ansambla izveide noslédzas ar ta svinigu iesvétisanu 1936. gada Lag-
plesa diena. 1942. gada miza majvietu te rada ari Karlis Zale, kas ar darbigas
dzives ieguldijumu radija, ka patiesi jamil sava zeme, tauta un valsts un ka ja-
kalpo T&vzemei un Brivibai.

Tautai bija nepiecieSams kodoligs brivibas cinu un izkarotas neatkaribas vizuals
tels, latvisko pamatvertibu iemiizinats atgadinajums. Konkursa pirmo godalgu
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sanémusais Karla Zales projekts "Mirdzi ka zvaigzne" tika attistits kopa ar ar-
hitektu Ernestu Stalbergu (1883-1958). Monumenta kompozicija sastav no
13 skulptiiru grupam un cilpiem. Karlis Zale, makslinieciski izcelot Latvijas
valsts pastaveésanas idejiskos stiirakmenus, mitisko un realo savija vienota an-
sambli. Apkart centralajam Mates Latvijas t€lam kartotas latvieSiem nozimigu
pamatvertibu alegorijas un atsauces uz liktenigiem vésturiskiem notikumiem.
Obelisku vainago vara kalta Brivibas statuja, kas paceltas rokas tur trTs apzelti-
tas zvaigznes — Latvijas novadu simbolus.

Par tautas saziedotajiem lidzekliem celto pieminekli atklaja 1935. gada 18. no-
vembri, un Karlis Ulmanis aicinaja, taja raugoties, stiprinat sevi prieku par Lat-
viju — nacionalu, dailu un varenu. No nacionala goda memoriala Brivibas pie-
mineklis partapa par brivibas un neatkaribas idejas uzturétaju un atgadinajumu
okupacijas gados. Tas nemitigi viesa ceribas, uzturja ticibu un radija brivibas
celu. Brivibas pieminekla pakaje kluva arT par jaunas atmodas centralo vietu,
ltigsanu un pateicibas altari. Brivibas pieminekli fokusgjas tautas centieni un
energija — magisks speks, kas lava atgiit Latvijas valsti.

Tautam un valstim me&dz bit to idejas vienojosi t€lnieciski, arhitektoniski un
muzikali simboli. ASV ta ir Brivibas statuja, Francijai un Parizei — Eifela tornis,
Triumfa arka un "Marseljéza", bet, pieminot Romu, atceramies Kolizeju vai
Sv. Pétera baziliku. $adu simbolu Latvijai — Brivibas pieminekli Rigas centra —
radijis Karlis Zale.

At decisive historic moments, providence tends to push new, enthusiastic and
hitherto unknown heroes to the foreground. Among them are not only battle-
hardened soldiers but also poets, composers and artists, energisers of the na-
tional spirit. The outstanding Latvian sculptor Karlis Zale (1888-1942) was the
flag-bearer of the national idea whose talent shone briefly but brightly: the me-
morial of the Brethren Cemetery and the Freedom Monument gained the status
of national treasures.

Karlis Zale honed professional skills during his student and work years in Russia
(Kazan, Moscow and St. Petersburg) and expanded education in Berlin. He re-
turned to Riga in 1923 as a mature master and got involved in designing the
memorial ensemble for the Brethren Cemetery along the talented architects
Andrejs Zeidaks, P&teris Feders and Aleksandrs Birzenieks. Karlis Zale was
charged with the most complicated task to express, by sculptural means, the
ability of the Latvian soldier to sacrifice himself in the struggle for the freedom
of his homeland, to lend the quality of an epos to the drama of the soldiers fallen
in World War I and armed struggles for Latvia's statehood. The architectonic
part of the outstanding memorial is crowned by the sculptures created by Karlis
Zale: in their monumental treatment the then topical modernist forms are clearly
visible. The development of the memorial ensemble at the Brethren Cemetery
was concluded by its solemn dedication on 11 November 1936. In 1942, Karlis
Zale also found his permanent resting place there. The contribution that he had
made during his active life was an eloquent testimony to his true love of his
country and nation, and his service to his native land and freedom.

There was a commonly felt need for a visual image that would embody the
struggle for freedom and national independence, a simultaneous commemor-
ation of the basic Latvian values. The competition for such an image was won by
Karlis Zale whose design "Shine Like a Star!" was developed together with ar-
chitect Ernests Stalbergs (1883-1958). The composition of the Freedom Monu-
ment in the heart of Riga consists of 13 sculptural groups and reliefs. By lending
an artistic treatment to the conceptual cornerstones of the newly acquired Lat-
vian statehood, Zale combined the mythical and the real in a harmonious ensem-
ble. The central statue of Mother Latvia is surrounded by allegorical images of
values important to Latvians and references to crucial historical events. The
obelisk is crowned by a copper statue of Liberty that holds three gilded stars
symbolising the three main regions of Latvia.

The monument that was financed by donations was unveiled on 18 November
1935. In his keynote speech, the then President Karlis Ulmanis invited everyone
to view the monument as an embodiment of happiness about Latvia, a strong,
beautiful and independent state. From a memorial to the national pride the Free-
dom Monument became a reminder and keeper of the idea of freedom and inde-
pendence in the decades of occupations. It gave people hope, supported their
faith, and was a beacon of freedom. The foot of the monument became the
central locus of the national reawakening, an altar of prayers and thanksgiving.
The Freedom Monument became the embodiment of national ideals and ener-
gies, which turned into the magical power that let Latvians regain their state-
hood and freedom.

Nations and countries tend to have unifying symbols for the ideas at their roots:
for the US, it is the Statue of Liberty, for France, the Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triom-
phe and the Marseillaise. Any mention of Rome conjures the images of the
Coliseum or St. Peter's Basilica. For Latvia, it is the Freedom Monument by
Karlis Zale.





