Lidzko Prometejs sengrieku dievu mitné Olimpa nolaupija uguni un
cilvekiem, ta kluva par paligu visdazadakajas dzives jomas, bet vairojas arT tas
raditas problémas. Cilvéces vesture ir parpilna ar lielam un mazam ugunsnelai-
mém. Modernas pasaules ugunsnelaimes, katastrofas un arT stkaki ikdienas
negadijumi top daudzveidigaki un komplicétaki. Tapeéc pakaper veidojas
arvien specializ&takas ugunsdzesibas metodes, organizatoriskie principi, ierices
un tehnologijas, bet brivpratigo ugunsdz&sgju kustiba pamazam partapa profe-
sionala darbiba.

Latvija pirma pilsétas ugunsdzesgju komanda radas 1845. gada toreizgjas
Vitebskas gubernas pilséta Dinaburga (tagad Daugavpils). Riga brivpratigo
ugunsdzesgju biedriba saka veidoties 1864. gada, un 1865. gada 17. maija tas
komanda ieradas kada degsanas vieta vecpilséta. Rigas paraugam talit sekoja
Mitava (tagad Jelgava), arT citur Latvija arvien jaunas komandas k

kana gaila" apkaroSanas, un pirms 2. pasaules kara te rosijas jau knetm vairak

neka 200 ugunsdzesgju komandu.

Riga kops 1882. gada darbojas pilsetas valdes algota "skrejosa kolonna". To
1907. gada papildinaja cetras ugunsdz&sgju nodalas, kas apvienojas pilsétas
komanda, kuru vadija Rigas Ugunsdzesibas parvaldes brandmajors. 1886.—
1902. gada Riga tika uzbiivéti cetri ugunsdz&sgju depo, bet 1910. gada uzcelto
depo Hanzas un Strélnieku ielas stiir (tagad Latvijas Ugunsdz&sibas muzejs)
vainagoja noverosanas un §]itenu zavésanas tornis. Arhitekta Reinholda Georga
Smélinga (Reinhold Georg Schmaeling; 1840-1917) centieni [ava $im celtngm
pilsétas veidola ieziméties ka kulttirvésturiskai vertibai.

Kolortta bijusi Latvijas ugunsdz&sibas transporta un ekip&uma attistiba no
rokas un tvaika stkniem, zirgu ekipazam lidz lieljaudas automobiliem.
Merryweather & sons tvaika autosiikni Fire king ("Uguns karalis") Riga iega-
dajas 1910. gada un izmantoja lidz pat 1925. gadam. Krievu-Baltijas vagonu
ripnicas 1912. gada izgatavotais ugunsdz&sgju automobi 24/40 tagad eks-
ponéts s Motormuzeja. 20. gs. 30. gadu beigas iecient Ford-Vairogs
ugunsdzesgju auto.

1929. gada Latvija tika uznpemta Starptautiskaja Ugunsgréku novérSanas un
dz&Sanas tehniskaja komiteja.

Tagad Latvija izveidots starptautiskiem standartiem atbilstoss ugunsdzésibas un

glabsanas dienests, tradicionalo darbibu paplasinot ar ¢ aizsardzibas un
glabsanas funkcijam. Valsts Ugunsdzésibas un glabSanas dienests piedalas
NATO Enoatlantlsl\d katastrofu reag€Sanas koordinacijas centra, Eiropas

s palidzibas un civilas aizsardzibas departamenta un ANO
Humano lietu koordinacijas biroja programmas.
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As soon as Prometheus had stolen fire from the gods on Mount Olympus and
given it to the mortals, people learnt how to control fire and started to use it in
their everyday life. Alas, fire simultaneously multiplied the problems of human-
kind. The human history abounds in disasters, smaller and bigger, brought or
caused by fire. Over time, fires, calamities and lesser everyday accidents have
been gaining in diversity and complexity. The control of fire soon highlighted
the need for more specific firefighting methods, advanced organisational prin-
ciples and procedures as well as better equipment and technologies. Firefighting
entered a new phase, and volunteer firefighting brigades gradually changed into
professional or career divisions.

In Latvia, the very first firefighters' brigade was formed in 1845 in Daugavpils,
then Dinaburg of Vitebsk gubernia. The first firefighting unit in Riga emerged
in 1864; the first fire it extinguished on 17 May 1865 burnt someplace in the
old town. Riga was immediately followed by Mitava (currently Jelgava), with
volunteer fire brigades popping up one after another and putting out bursting
flames elsewhere in Latvia. Prior to World War II, there were well over
200 firefighting brigades all in all.

A unit of firefighters, called "The Running Column" and paid by the City
Council, was established in Riga in 1882. It was joined by four firefighters divi-
sions in 1907, forming a city team headed by a brand major of the Riga City
Firefighting Department. Four fire stations were built there between 1886 and
1902; another one built in 1910 at the corner of Hanza and Strélnicku Streets
(currently the Latvian Firefighting Museum) was crowned by an observation
and fire hose drying tower. Thanks to the mastery of architect Reinhold Georg
Schmaeling (1840-1917), these buildings today preserve their historical sig-
nificance and cultural value.

The evolving of Latvia's firefighting transport and equipment from hand to
steam pumps and from horse-drawn carts to powerful motor vehicles has been
exciting. Riga purchased a steam pump known as Fire King produced by
Merryweather & sons in 1910 and it was in operation until 1925. A firefighters'
automobile D24/40 produced by the Russian-Baltic Carriage Factory in Riga in
1912 is now displayed at the Riga Motor Museum. Automobiles produced by
Ford-Vairogs in Riga became popular at the end of the 1930s.

In 1929, Latvia joined the International Technical Committee for the Prevention
and Extinction of Fire.

At present, Latvia has a service for firefighting and rescue meeting, interna-
tional standards, with its routine functions expanding also in the area of fire
safety and civil protection.“Fhe State Fire and Rescue Service of Latviads an
active participant in _the programmes of the NATO Euro-AtlanticfDisaster
Response Coordination Centre, the Humanitarian Aid and_Civil Protection
Department of the European, Commission and the UN'Office for
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

The euro'bollector coin dedicated to 150 years of firefighting in Latvna\onours

the firefighters and i{9scuers j?&gprofessmnahsm and heroic acts of bravery

for the good of the nation.« " -
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150 YEARS OF FIREFIGHTING IN LATVIA




Nominalvértiba — 5 eiro,
metals — 925° sudrabs,
svars —22.00 g,

diametrs — 35.00 mm,
kvalitate — proof,

mongtas josta — ar uzrakstu.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis
Henrihs Vorkals,
tas gipsa modeli veidojusi

Ligita Franckevica.

Mongta kalta

Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt
(Niderlande).

Face value: 5 euro;

metal: silver of .925 fineness;
weight: 22.00 g;

diameter: 35.00 mm;

quality: proof;

edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed by
Henrihs Vorkals,

modelled by

Ligita Franckevica,

and struck by

Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt
(the Netherlands).






