ZELTA SAKTAS
RIPSAKTA

GOLD BROOCHES. THE DISC FIBULA

un Teatra iela 3, Liepaja.
Call by phone +371 67022434 for information on purchasing the coins.
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di pa talruni 67022434.

ar monetu iega

ffices of Latvijas Banka are situated

at K. Valdemara iela 1B, Riga, and Teatra iela 3, Liepaja.

info@bank.lv www.bank.lv
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Informacija p
Latvijas Bankas kases atrodas K. Valdemara iela 1B, Riga,




#latvija J
#iripsaktal
#3_4gs
5 eur
#20

Mongta ar 3.-4. gs. ripsaktas atveidojumu ievada Latvijas saktam veltito
eiro zelta kolekcijas mongtu sériju, kas rota Latviju valsts 100 gadu jubileja.

Latvijas teritorijas iedzivotaju rotu klastd saktas paradijas laika, kad
Austrumbaltijas teritorija un tas iedzivotdji pirmo reizi mingti rakstitajos
véstures avotos. Kornélijs Tacits (56-117) darba "Germanija" mingja ger-
maniem kaiminos dzivojosos aistus, kas vac dzintaru — "(..) jélveida salasa,
neapstradatu nes tirgli un maksu sanem brinidamies." Dzintars bija viena
no mainas precém, kas veicindja arf kultiras kontaktu uzplaukumu. So
kontaktu rezultata Austrumbaltija nonaca romieSu mongtas un Romas
imperijas provincgs darinatas lietas, galvenokart rotas.

Saktu izmantoSanas vésturi Latvijas teritorija aizsaka dazadas agra dzelzs
laikmeta (1.—4. gs.) saktas — t.s. acu saktas, tutulsaktas, $k&rSu saktas, stop-
saktas un apalas ripsaktas ar aziira rotajuma ritena, krustojumu un uguns-
krusta motiviem. Senakas saktas tika ievestas, bet driz vien amatnieki,
izmantojot $os paraugus, saka darinat saktas, to formas atspogulojot viet&jos
estetiskos un garigos priek$status. Saktas apgérba sasprausanai un rotasanai
izmantoja gan viriesi, gan sievietes, gan bérni. Saktu formai un rotdjumam
piemita gan apgérba saturéSanas, gan ari sargajosas (rota ka amulets) funk-
cijas. Mainijusies forma, izm&rs un materials, bet saktas ka viens no popu-
larakajiem rotu veidiem saglabajusas lidz pat miisdienam.

Madonas novada Dzelzavas Jaunzemju kapulauka savrupatrasta ripsakta,
tapat ka visas citas ta laika saktas, lieta no bronzas. Aziira, caurlauzuma
tehnika darinatd Dzelzavas Jaunzemju ripsakta ir Tpasa, vienlaikus lako-
niska un grezna rota — tas diskveida virsma izvietotie caurlauzumi veido
sarezgitu geometrisku ornamentu. Saktas spoza bronzas virsma un caur
caurlauzumiem redzamais kontrast€josais t€rpa audums, saktu valkajot,
radija loti dekorativu iespaidu. lesp&jams, ka ripsaktai un tas rotajumam
bija arT amuleta funkcijas, atspogulojot Saja laika zemkopju sabiedriba
arvien lielaku nozimi iegiistoso saules kultu. Ta pauz arT rotaciju, dinamis-
mu un nepartrauktibu.
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The coin replicating a 3rd—4th century disc fibula is the first in the series of
euro gold collector coins dedicated to Latvia's brooches and the country's
centenary.

In the jewellery sets of the people of Latvia brooches appeared at the time
when the east Baltic territory and its inhabitants were first mentioned in
recorded history. In his work Germania, Cornelius Tacitus (56-117) men-
tioned the Aests, neighbours to the Germanic people, who collect amber —
"(..) pick it raw, take it to the market rough and are surprised to receive
payment." Amber was one of the barter goods, which also helped cultural
contacts to flourish. As a result of these contacts, Roman coins appeared in
the east Baltic region as did objects produced in the provinces of the
Roman Empire, particularly jewellery.

The history of the brooch in the territory of Latvia began with various
brooches from the early Iron Age (1st-4th century AD) — the so-called eye
fibulae, tutulus fibulae, cross-ribbed fibulae, arbalest fibulae and round disc
fibulae with openwork wheel, cross and fire cross motifs. The older
brooches were imported, but soon the local craftsmen began to use them as
models to make their own brooches, with their form reflecting the local
aesthetic and mental concepts. Brooches were used to fasten and adorn
clothing by all — men, women and children. The form of and ornamentation
on brooches also served a protective function (jewellery as amulet). The
form, size and material may have changed, yet the brooches have remained
popular until the present day.

The disc fibula, a singular find in Dzelzava's Jaunzemji graveyard in
Madona region, is cast in bronze, like all other brooches of that age. It is
made in the openwork technique and is both laconic and luxurious at the
same time: the openwork on its disc surface forms a complex geometrical
ornament. The shiny bronze surface of the disc fibula and the contrasting
material of the clothing seen through the openwork were very decorative.
The disc fibula and its ornamentation may have also served as an amulet,
reflecting the sun cult which was gaining importance in the crop-growing

-society. It'is also associated with rotation, dynamism and confinuity. = .- -
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