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Emils Darzins (1875-1910) ir latviesu klasiskas mizikas dvésele. 34 pilni miza
gadi, viens loti talantigs d€ls, 17 kordziesmu, 19 solodziesmu (viena iznicinata,
viena pazudusi), Cetri skandarbi simfoniskajam orkestrim (trTs iznicinati), divi
nepabeigtas operas fragmenti, recenzijas, apraksti un miklaina nave uz dzelzcela
sliedem.

Lidzas vienkar$am, nepretenciozam kompozicijam Emila Darzina darbu
saraksta ir arT opusi, kam piemit liels simbolisks speks. Kormiizika nav iedo-
majama bez "Lauzto priezu" majestatiskajam brazmam, dziesmas "Meness
starus stigo" dailes, "Senatnes" pliduma, "Cianas bérnu" skaudra tragisma un
mirdzuma, kas plaiksnT dziesma "Sapnu taluma". Viru koru balsts liels skais-
tums dzimst brizos, kad skan "Mirdzi ka zvaigzne", "Nac man lidz!", "Mazam
zili", "Es zinu". Solodziesmu pasaulé nekad nebeigs skangt "Aizver actinas
un smaidi", "Pazudusi laimite", "Teici to stundu, to bridi", "Vel tu rozes plic",
"Ka zagsus" u.c.

Tomér pari visam — "Melanholiskais valsis", kuram veltita Latvijas Bankas
kolekcijas monéta. Péc netaisniem apvainojumiem plagiatu radisana Emils
Darzin$ iznicindja visas savas simfoniskas partittiras, un tikai "Melanholisko
valsi" izdevas brinumaina karta izglabt no bojaejas. Reiz rakstnieka un dzejnie-
ka Jana Poruka darza nokrésla Emilam Darzinam paradijies balts tels — ka
sapnis, ka Dievmate, un tiesi Sis t€ls radjis impulsu "Melanholiska valsa" tap-
Sanai. Viegli $tipo ligana melodija, saldi smeldzigi pieskaras klarnetes solo. Ari
misdienas, kad saskarsmé biezi doming uzspéléta atraktivitate un jautriba,
"Melanholiskais valsis" lauj ja ne gluzi paskumt, tad vismaz vienu nelielu laik-
spridi lietderigi pakluset.

Par So skandarbu dzejnieks Janis Sudrabkalns teicis: "Liekas tak, ka vienkarsa-
ka un kristalskaidraka darba nevar bat. Bet: arf smalks vin$ un simtam rantim
vizulojoss. Starp saulaini serigo dienvidu v@smu un zilajam, rudens migla zie-
dosam &nam, starp domu klusajiem sparnu vécieniem vidusdala .. un dziesto$o
dv@seles ritmu vijas ka liganie rudens lauku sidrabpavedieni, kuriem vajadziga
smalkjitiga vadiba."

Emils Darzip$ bija celmlauzis mizikas kritikas un eseju joma. Vina stils ir
smalkjutigs, literari kopts, kritiska novertgjuma trapigs, dazbrid nesaudzigs. Ta
ir smalka un gudra vértéSana. Vins ir autors vienam no pirmajam apcerém par
Jazepu Vitolu, Alfrédu Kalninu, Dziesmu svétkiem, esejai Mocarta pieminai,
pieversies arl operas vesturei.

No iznicinoSas ironijas lidz sudrabainam sappojumam — tads ir Emila Darzina
gara apvar$na lauks, kura iedarbibu jitam vél Sodien. Iss, nebiit ne particiba
aizvadits miizs, kaisliga miizikas milestiba un gara vientultba. Emila Darzina
nepaveiktos darbus vélak daris vina déls ievérojamais komponists un miizikas
kritikis Volfgangs Darzins.
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Emils Darzins (1875-1910) personifies the soul of Latvian classical music. He
lived to be only 34, had a very talented son, composed 17 choir songs, 19 solo
songs (one was destroyed, another one lost), four compositions for symphony
orchestra (three destroyed), two fragments for an unfinished opera, wrote
reviews and descriptions, and ended up dying a mysterious death on railroad
tracks.

Along with simple, non-pretentious compositions, Darzins' oeuvre contains
opuses of great symbolic power. Choir music is unthinkable without the majes-
tic "Lauztas priedes" ("Broken Pines"), the serenity of "Meness starus stigo"
("Radiant Moon Rays"), the flow of "Senatne" ("Yesteryear"), the tragic
"Cianas bérni" ("The Children of Zion") and the radiant "Sappu taluma" ("In
Distant Dreams"). Beauty is born when the men's choir sings "Mirdzi ka zvaig-
zne" ("Shine Like a Star"), "Nac man lidz!" ("Come with Me!"), "Mizam zili"
("Forests Forever Blue"), "Es zinu" ("I Know"). The world of solo songs will
always include "Aizver actinas un smaidi" ("Close Your Eyes and Smile"),
"PazudusT laimite" ("Lost Happiness"), "Teici to stundu, to bridi" ("Tell Me
That Hour"), "Ve&l tu rozes plic" ("Still You Pick Roses"), "Ka zagSus"
("Quietly") and others.

Yet "Valse Mélancolique", to which the collector coin issued by Latvijas Banka
is dedicated, stands above all else. After false accusations for plagiarism,
Darzins destroyed all of his symphony scores, with only "Valse Mélancolique"
miraculously escaping this fate. One time, sitting in the dusk in writer Janis
Poruks' garden, Darzin$ had a vision of a white, dreamlike apparition of Our
Lady, which became the impulse for the creation of "Valse Mélancolique". The
gentle, rolling melody becomes even more melancholy in the solo part for the
clarinet. Even in our day and age, when overplayed merriment and optimism
seem to be required in human interaction, "Valse Mélancolique" allows us at
least to be quiet, if not sad, for a moment.

Poet Janis Sudrabkalns has described the composition as follows: "It would
seem that there could be no simpler and more crystal clear work than this. Yet
it is also sophisticated in its multifaceted sparkle. There is the sunny and mel-
ancholy southern breeze; the blue autumn shadows blooming in the mist; the
quiet wings of thought in the middle part .. and the dying rhythm of the soul,
but amongst it all, there seem to be the silvery cobwebs of fall fields, which
require fine control."

Emils Darzin$ was a trailblazer in music criticism and essays. His style was
tactful, finely wrought, apt and sometimes pointed. He was among the first to
write about Jazeps Vitols, Alfreds Kalnins and the Song Festival; he also wrote
an essay in commemoration of Mozart and discussed the history of the opera.

From withering irony to silvery dreaminess — that was the scope of Darzips'
spirit whose impact we still feel today. His life was short and was hardly spent
in luxury; he had a passionate love of music and was a lonely spirit. Darzins'
work was continued by his son, the outstanding composer and music critic
Volfgangs Darzips.





