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LATVIJAS BANKA

EIROSISTEMA

Informacija par monétu iegadi pa talruni +371 67022722.
Latvijas Bankas kases atrodas K. Valdemara iela 1B, Riga,
un Teatra iela 3, Liepaja.

Monétu iegade interneta: www.e-monetas.lv 2
¥ o& Call by phone +371 67022722 for information on purchasing the coins. “=4l .
The Cashier's Offices of Latvijas Banka are situated
at K. Valdemara iela 1B, Riga, and Teatra iela 3, Liepaja.
Buying coins on the internet: www.e-monetas.lv.
info@bank.lv www.bank.lv




Bites Zemi apsaimniekojusas jau miljoniem gadu. Nemitigaja cina par iztiku
brieda cilvéku gana savtiga draudziba ar biteém, vispirms tikai piesardzigi iz-
mantojot biSu darba dasnas davanas dabas vide. Pirmais milsu sencu nogarso-
tais medus bija ievakts no meza bisu puzniem. Senakie 10. gs. pr.Kr. cilvéku
veidotie stropi atrasti Tuvajos Austrumos tagadgjas Izraglas teritorija. Tikai
18. gs. nogalé vacu zemgs izveidojas zinatniskas biskopibas pamati. 19. gs. ar
biskopibas lietpratgju centieniem dazadas pasaules valstis tika raditi un pilnvei-
doti salickamie stropi ar iznemamiem ramisiem jeb karém, ar bisu darba gaitam
paredz&tam skrejam.

Dravnieka darbs ar aromatiskajam bisu vaska $tinam un zeltaino medu, ko me-
dzam salidzinat ar dzintaru, latvieSiem izsenis bijis saistits ar veseligu dzives-
veidu un dainu pogtisma apgarots. Kur bites rosas, tur daba valda tiriba, harmo-
nija un kartiba. Tur arT cilveki top domas gaisaki un miesa veselaki.

Senaja Egipte medu lietoja, arst€jot ievainojumus un slimibas. Egiptes faraoni
medu izmantojusi ari religiskajos ritualos. Senaja Griekija matematikis Pitagors
(~580.-500. pr.Kr.) un filozofs Deémokrits (~460.-370. pr.Kr.) uzskatija medus
€Sanu par ilga miiza prieks$noteikumu. Savukart dabas zinatnu pamatlicgjs Aris-
totelis (384.-322. pr.Kr.) ieteica medu pret acu slimibam, un medicinas pamatli-
c€js Hipokrats (~460.—370. pr.Kr.) aicinaja medu lietot gan tira veida, gan kopa
ar tideni vai vinu. Vins uzskatija, ka medus ir barojoss, pieskir sejai labu izskatu
un tam piemit arstnieciskas Tpasibas. Senie grieki tik loti cienija medu, ka medus
bite tikusi att€lota uz vinu naudas zim&m. Savukart romiesi izmantoja medu art
ka naudas veidu, jo daudzi cilvéki nodoklus maksaja medi.

Aptuveni 6 000 gadu pr.Kr., kad klimats kluva siltaks, bites paradijas ari taga-
dgjas Latvijas teritorija. Arheologiskie izrakumi liecina, ka jau 2.-4. gs. cilveki
uztura lietojusi medu. 10.—14. gs. lidzas dzintaram un labibai medus un vasks
bija nozimigas mainas un tirgus preces. 19. gs. sakuma daudzi muiznieki savos
mezos ierikoja pastavigas dravas. 19. gs. nogal€ biSu dravas bija katra piektaja
zemnieku saimnieciba, tacu tajas bija tikai dazas saimes, jo medus tika lietots
pasu vajadzibam.

Misdienas Latvija medu patéré uztura tira veida, konditoreja, dzerienos, tautas
medicina, pirts procediiras, masazas un kosmétiskajos lidzeklos. Medi ir anti-
oksidanti un vitamini, mineralvielas un mikroelementi, tam ir arf antibakteriala
iedarbiba.

Katra bite sava 30-80 tukst. lielaja saimé nekad negul, vac baribu un buvmate-
rialus savam majoklim un izaudz€ arvien jaunu paaudzi. Savaktais nektars un
ziedputeksni partop medi un bisu maizé. Masdienu pasaulé bites, kas ir lidz
pusotram centimetram gari un aptuveni desmitdalu grama smagi sparnoti kukai-
nisi, katru gadu cilvékiem sartipé fantastisku medus daudzumu.

Ej, slinkit, pie bitites,
Macies bites tikuminu:
Ne tai kunga, ne starasta,
Saldu medu salasot.

Misu Dievzemites veidols gadu gadiem kopts un lolots. Savu valsti tas pilsoni
rosiga ikdiena piepilda ka bites stropu. Tapéc "Medus mongta" ir ¢akluma un
darba salduma simbols.

Nominalvértiba — 5 eiro, svars — 16.50 g,
forma — sesSstiiris ar vilpotam malam un noskeltam virsotném,
attalums starp seSstiira pretgjam virsotném — 29.00 mm,
metals — 925° sudrabs, apzelfits (995° Au), kvalitate — proof,
mongétas josta — gluda.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis Artiirs Analts.
Monéta kalta UAB Lietuvos monetu kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 16.50 g; s
hape: hexagon with wavy edges and split off peaks;

the distance between the upper and lower peak of the hexagon — 29.00 mm;

metal: silver of .925 fineness, gold plated (.995);
quality: proof; edge: plain.

The coin has been designed by Artirs Analts
and struck by UAB Lietuvos monetu kalykla (Lithuania).

Lazybones, go to a bee
To learn its virtue.
1t has neither masters nor elders
In its sweet daily job.

Bees have been working hard on the Earth for millions of years. The rather self-
ish friendship of humans with bees emerged as a result of continuous fight for
livelihood. Initially they used the generous gifts arising from efforts of bees in
a cautious manner in natural surroundings. It was the honey harvested from the
nests of forest bees that our ancestors tasted first. The oldest man-made beehives
of the 10th century BC have been found in the Middle East in the territory of the
present-day Israel. The scientific foundations of beekeeping were laid in Ger-
man states only at the end of the 18th century. In the 19th century, beekeeping
specialists in various countries across the globe contributed to the creation and
improvement of the modern hives with removable frames (or honeycombs) and
with bee-entrances.

The job of beekeepers involves work with aromatic beeswax cells and golden
honey we tend to compare to amber. Since time immemorial, Latvians have
associated the work of beekeepers with a healthy lifestyle, and it has also been
surrounded by the poetic atmosphere of folk songs. A place bustling with bees
tells us that it is dominated by cleanliness, harmony and order. It is the place
where people's thoughts become lighter and their bodies healthier.

Honey was used to cure wounds and illnesses in ancient Egypt. Egyptian
pharaohs also made use of honey during religious rituals. In ancient Greece,
mathematician Pythagoras (~580-500 BC) and philosopher Democritus (~460—
370 BC) believed that eating honey was a precondition for a long life. Mean-
while, Aristotle (384-322 BC), the founding father of natural sciences, recom-
mended honey as a means for curing eye diseases, while Hippocrates, the found-
er of medicine, invited people to use honey both on its own and together with
water or wine. He believed that honey was nourishing, that it made one's face
look better and that it had medicinal properties. The ancient Greeks appreciated
honey to the extent that they featured a honey bee on their coins. Meanwhile,
honey served as a valid form of currency for the Romans since many people
paid their taxes in honey.

Approximately 6 000 years BC, when the climate got warmer, the territory of
the present-day Latvia saw the first bees. Archaeological excavations suggest
that it was already in the period from the 2nd to the 4th centuries that peo-
ple consumed honey. Between the 10th and 14th centuries, honey and beeswax
along with amber and cereals played an important role as exchange and market
goods. At the beginning of the 19th century, many landlords set up permanent
apiaries in their forests. At the end of the 19th century, every fifth farm had an
apiary; however, it usually consisted of some bee colonies since honey was used
entirely for self-consumption.

Today honey in Latvia is consumed on its own, it is used in confectionery, bev-
erages, traditional medicine, bath-house rituals, massages and cosmetics. Honey
contains antioxidants and vitamins, mineral substances and trace elements, and
it has antibacterial effects.

None of the bees living in a colony consisting of 30-80 thousand bees ever
sleeps, each bee collects food for the colony and construction materials for the
hive and breeds new generations of bees. The collected nectar and pollen are
turned into honey and bee bread. Bees, which are up to one and a half centime-
tres long winged insects weighing about one tenth of a gram, produce a fantastic
quantity of honey for people every year.

The image of our Dievzemite (the Land of God) has been nurtured and cherished
for years. Citizens, who are as busy as bees in their day-to-day lives, enrich
their country like bees fill a hive. Therefore, the "Honey Coin" is a symbol of
diligence and sweetness of work.





