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AK, SVETA LESTENE!

OH, HOLY LESTENE!




Monéta kalta U4B Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lietuva).

Face value: 1 lats; weight: 1.2442 g; diameter: 13.92 mm; metal: gold of .9999 fineness;
quality: proof; edge: reeded.

The coin has been designed by Laimonis Senbergs, modelled by Ligita Franckevita
and struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).

Lestenes baznica reiz bija krasnakais vesturiskais dievnams Latvijas laukos.
1704.~1709. gada slavenais Kurzemes hercoga Ventspils kugu bivétavas kok-
telnieks Nikolauss Sefrenss, jaunakais, péc Lestenes muizas pasnieka Karla
Fridriha fon Firksa pasitjuma radija kokgriezuma iekartu. Viens no Latvijas
kulttras kanona 15 vizualas makslas Sedevriem ir N. Séfrensa darinatais Liepajas
Sv. Annas baznicas altaris, bet Lesten€ papildus [idzigam altarim atradas vesels
$a meistara veidots ansamblis — kancele, biktssols, érgelu prospekts, baznicénu
soli, patronu loza. Latvijas izcilaka baroka laika &rgelu buvétaja Korneliusa
Raneusa 1707. gada darinatais instruments atradas aiz grezna érgelu prospekta,
kur mehanismi spéles laika kustindja koka grieztas figiiras — engeli spélgja
instrumentus, sita timpanus un cilaja sparnus, kénins Davids diriggja, bet visam
pari sparnus vedija liels erglis. Makslas, gariguma un mizikas iedarbibas speks
Lestenes baznica sasniedza tadu pakapi, ka baznicéni krita celos un sauca: "Ak,
sveta Lestene!" Ar So teicienu pausts galgjs parsteigums, sajiisma un pacilatiba,
tas vienmér saistits ar Lestenes baznicu un iegajis latviesu tautas folklora.

Lestenes baznica argji ir skarba un vienkars$a ka visas senas Kurzemes baznicas,
bet iekspusé kokgriezuma iekarta sabalsojas ar interjera bagatigo barokalo
apdari — korintiska ordera pilastriem, zeltitam konsolém, rozetém, engelu gal-
vinam. Gandriz [idz 2. pasaules kara beigam viss brinumaini bija saglabajies
sakotngja izskata, pat smilsu pulkstenis uz kanceles malas gadsimtu rituma nebija
zaudgjis nevienu no savam stikla piltuvém. Tad sakas posta laiks. 1945. gada
februart padomju artilérijas apSaude nodega baznicas tornis, tika saSauts altaris.
P&ckara laika baznica tika sistematiski demol@ta, bet 1967. gada &ka iekartoja
graudu kalti. Par skulptiru izglab$anu japateicas makslinieckam Jurgim
Skulmem, savukart saglabajusas Lestenes baznicas kokgriezuma iekartas dalas
1964. gada parveda uz Tukuma muzeju. 1973. gada visas ansambla sastavda-
las tika sakopotas Rundales pils muzeja, kur tas kops 1983. gada bija apskata-
mas dalgji restauréta veida.

Sakot ar 2002. gadu, Lestenes Evangeéliski luteriska draudze pamazam atjauno
baznicas €ku, tacu vl pabeidzama celtnes atjaunosana, baznica atkal izvietoja-
ma un restaurgjama kokgriezuma iekarta. Kops 2012. gada baznica atkal stav
kokgriezumiem rotatais biktssols, ir atjaunoti barokalie baznicénu soli. Tas
notiek tikai par ziedojumiem un nelielu projektu naudu. $Tmongta nav pieminas
zime zaud&tam Sedevram, ta ir aicinajums sabiedribai un katram cilvékam pali-
dzet atgut Latvijas izcilako baroka dievnamu, sadziedét dzilas kara un padomju
varas raditas briices Lesteng.

Uz mongtas redzami divi baznicas altara elementi — engela galvina un akanta
lapu vijums altara sanu dekora. Zelta mongta atgadina par Lestenes baznicas
izcilo makslas vértbu un simboliski iezim& N. Sefrensa bagatigi zeltito kok-
griezumu greznibu.

The Lestene Church was once the most spectacular historic religious building
in the Latvian countryside. In 1704-1709, the famous Nicolaus Séffrens, Jr.,
wood carver of the Duke of Courland's Ventspils shipyard, adorned the church
with carvings ordered by the owner of the Lestene estate Karl Friedrich von
Firks. One of the 15 masterpieces of visual art in the Latvian Cultural Canon is
the altar of St. Ann's Church in Liepaja carved by Soffrens, but in Lestene he
made a whole set: pulpit, confessional, organ case, pews and patrons' box. The
organ, made in 1707 by the most outstanding organ builder of the Baroque
period in Latvia Cornelius Rahneus, was concealed behind a magnificent case
where, while the organ was played, the carved figures were moved by a mecha-
nism: angels played musical instruments, beating the timpanos and fluttering
their wings; King David was the conductor, and, above it all, a great eagle was
flapping its wings. The combination of art, spirituality and music at the church
had such an impact that churchgoers sometimes dropped to their knees calling
out: "Oh, holy Lestene!" This expression of the utmost in surprise, excitement
and elation connected to the Lestene Church has become part of Latvian oral
tradition.

From the outside, the Lestene Church is stark and simple as are all ancient
churches in Courland, but inside the wood carvings echoed the rich Baroque
elements: the Corinthian order pilasters, gilded consoles, rosettes and angels'
heads. Almost to the very end of World War II everything had survived in its
original form, even the hourglass on the edge of the pulpit had lost none of its
glass bulbs over the centuries. But then came disastrous times. In February
1945, Soviet artillery shelling caused the church spire to burn down and the
altar was damaged. In the post-war period, the church was systematically pil-
laged and demolished but in 1967 it was turned into a drying kiln. Owing to
artist Jurgis Skulme, the sculptures were saved, but in 1964 the surviving carved
furnishings were taken to the Tukums Museum. In 1973, all the parts of the
ensemble were gathered in the Rundale Palace Museum where, as of 1983, they
could be seen in a partially restored form.

Since 2002, the Evangelical Lutheran parish of Lestene has been gradually
repairing the church building, which yet has to be completed, including moving
the carved furnishings back to the church and restoring them. As of 2012, the
confessional has returned to the church and the Baroque pews have been refur-
bished. All this work is being financed through donations and small project
funding. This coin, however, is not a memorial to a lost masterpiece: it is an
appeal to the public and each person individually to help Latvia regain its most
outstanding Baroque church and heal the deep wounds caused in Lestene by the
war and Soviet power.

The coin features two altar elements: the head of an angel and an acanthus leaf
design in the side decor of the altar. This gold coin serves as a reminder of the
outstanding artistic value of the Lestene Church and symbolically reflects the
magnificence of Soffrens's gilded wood carvings.






