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In 2018, Latvijas Banka and SJISC "Latvijas Pasts" are issuing a silver collector coin and —

a stamp with a unified design. Arvids Priedite, the author of the collector coin's graphic

design, is also the author of the stamp design. The motif of the reverse of the coin is Ar ieteikumiem monétu uzglabasanai aicinam iepazities www.e-monetas.lv.
reflected on the stamp in colour. A special coin and stamp set is also available. Please visit our website www.e-monetas.lv for recommendations on coin storage.




Nominalvértiba — 5 eiro, svars — 22.00 g, diametrs — 35.00 mm,
metals — 925° sudrabs, kvalitate — proof, monétas josta — ar uzrakstu.

The coin has been designed by Arvids Priedite
and modelled by Ligita Franckevica.

The coin has been struck by UAB Lietuvos monety kalykla (Lithuania).

I edzivotaju grupa, ko vieno sociala tradicija, ir bitiska specigas sabiedris-
kas struktiiras sastavdala. Viena no tadam veésturiski nosacitam socialam
grupam bijusi kurSu konini.

1230. gada lielako kurSu dalu parstavosa kénina Lamekina un Romas
pavesta legata pilnvarnieka noslégtais ligums paredzgja kurSu dalibu karos
pret paganiem un tiesibas palikt briiviem, ja vien tur€sies pie katolticibas.
Ligums bija speka Tsu laiku, jo mainijas baznicas varas un Livonijas ordena
speku samgrs un ietekme, bet tas iedibinaja brivibas tradiciju. KurSu koninu
nosaukums rakstos pirmo reizi apliecinats tikai 1504. gada Iena gramata
Penikim, bet pirma [ena gramata izsniegta Tontegodem jau 1320. gada.
Konini bija Kurzemes pamatiedzivotaji, septipu briveiemu (Koninu,
Kalgju, Pliku, Ziemelu Turlavas pagasta, Dragiinu Rumbas pagasta,
Viesalgu Snépeles pagasta un Sausgalu Padures pagasta) iemitnieki, kas ka
vasali jeb lénaviri no Livonijas ordena sanéma zemi un privilégijas.

Kursu koniniem ar zirgu un iero¢iem bija jadodas aizstavét Livonijas orde-
ni kaujas lauka. Vini kluva arT par zinneSiem, tulkiem, rakstveziem, nam-
dariem, kal&jiem un citu amatu meistariem un bija atbrivoti no klausam un
nodevam. Kur$u konini apstradaja l1éna zemi saviem sp&kiem vai ar kalpu
palidzibu un nodeva to mantojuma deliem.

Kursu konini prata griitos laikos saglabat savu personisko brivibu un neat-
kartbu. Kurzemes un Zemgales hercogistes laika (1561-1795) koninu tie-
sibas tika skartas, uz viniem neattiecinot vasaJu neierobezotds ipasuma
tiesibas uz léniem un 17. gs. neuznemot matrikulétas muizniecibas karta,
tom@r saglabajas tiesibas tiesu instancés un muizniecibai atbilstosas medi-
bu tiestbas. KurSu koninu spitiba un neatlaidiba neatkaribas sardzé izpau-
das gadiem ilga tiesvediba. To, ka kurSu koninu 1€nis nav zemnieku 1&nis
un uz to nevar attiecinat zemnieku nodoklus un klausas, tiesas atzina vai-
rakkart, jo savulaik pieskirtas medibu, arT zvejas, biSkopibas un dzirnavu
tiesibas, bet TpaSi gerbonu tiesibas un atbrivojums no nodokliem, vinus
padarija par bruninieku lidziniekiem.

Peniku pipe no Koninciema, rotata sudraba apkalumiem, dizie segli ar
zvaigznu ornamentu, slipais aizsargkrusts un saulites raksts — tie ir simboli
un zimes, kas caurvij gadsimtus. Gerboni uz ciema zZimogiem un vitrazas
Lipaiku baznicas logos tapat ka 1éna gramatas simbolizgja tiesibas paaudzi
pec paaudzes saglabat briva cilvéka un zemes Tpasnieka statusu. Koninciema
gerboni attelotais jatnieks zirga, ar spalvu pie cepures, zobenu pie saniem
un plivojosu karogu (karodznieks) ir spilgta militara dienesta lieciba, kas
rotajusi arT kurSu koninu vésturisko paSapzinu apliecinoso Penika stabu.

Lai iemizinatu §is neparastds vestures lappuses, Latvijas Banka kurSu
koniniem velta kolekcijas monétu.

M group of people, united by a social tradition, is an essential part of a
strong social structure. One of such historically developed social groups
was the Curonian kings (Latvian: kurSu konini; German: Kurische Konige).

In 1230, an agreement concluded between king Lamekin (Lammekinus
Rex), representing most of the Curonians, and an authorised representative
of a legate of the Roman Pope established that the Curonians had to take

part in battles against pagans; they had the right to be free as long as they
remained Catholics. The agreement was short-lived as the religious pow-
ers and the influence and power of the Livonian Order tended to change;
however, the tradition of freedom was established. The title of the Curo-
nian kings was confirmed in writing for the first time to Penikis in the fief
document only in 1504, but the first such document had been issued to
Tontegode already in 1320. Curonian kings were the natives of Courland
living in seven free villages of Konini, Kalgji, Pliki and Ziemeli in Turlava
parish, Dragiini in Rumba parsih, Viesalgi in Snépele parish and Sausgali
in Padure parish. As vassals they received land and privileges from the Li-
vonian order.

Curonian kings had the duty to participate in battles with their horses and
weapons defending the Livonian Order. They also became messengers,
interpreters, secretaries, carpenters, blacksmiths and other craftsmen, and
were exempt from corvée and duties. Curonian kings cultivated land by
themselves or with the help of their farm-hands, and the land was inherited
by their sons.

Even in difficult times Curonian kings managed to retain their personal
freedom and independence. During the period of the Duchy of Courland
and Semigallia (1561-1795) the rights of the Curonian kings were affected,
as the unlimited property rights of vassals to the land were not applied to
them, and in the 17th century they were not recognised as matriculated
landlords; nevertheless, they retained their rights to go to court and hunting
rights pertaining to landlords. The tenacity of the Curonian kings to defend
their independence was demonstrated in legal proceedings lasting for years.
Several times the court acknowledged the fact that the fief of Curonian
kings was not the same as that of peasants and the peasant duties and cor-
vées could not be imposed on it: the erstwhile granted hunting rights, fishing
rights, bee-keeping rights and right to have a mill, and specifically the right
to have a coat of arms and exemption from taxes made the Curonian kings
actually equal to the knights.

A smoking pipe with silver decorations belonging to the Peniki from the vil-
lage of Koninciems, the grand saddle with the star ornament, the protecting
signs and the ornament of the Sun: these are all symbols and signs that have
not been lost through centuries. The coats of arms featured on the seals of
the villages and adorning the stained-glass windows of the Lipaiki Church,
just like the fief documents symbolised the right to retain the status of a free
person and owner of land from generation to generation. The coats of arms
of Koninciems featuring a rider on a horse, with a feather in his hat, a sword
at his side and carrying a banner is a vivid evidence of military service: this
coat of arms also decorated the Peniki column, a symbol of the historical
self-confidence of the Curonian kings.

To commemorate this extraordinary history, Latvijas Banka is dedicating a
collector coin to Curonian kings.



