The timeframe in these plays and short stories is the turn of the 20th century
when Latvians started thinking of themselves as a nation and the foundation was
laid for future statehood. His protagonists are rooted in the Latvian nature, yet
their appeal is universal. The search for human harmony is centred around the
ideal of family and native land. It is hardly surprising, given that Blaumanis
lived in one of the most picturesque places in northern Latvia.

The portrayal of Latvian national character in Blaumanis's literary works bears
comparison with his Swedish contemporaries Anders Zorn and Carl Larsson
who in their art gave a concentrated visual definition of a typical Swede, his or
her lifestyle, principles and worldview. This national character is not fixed his-
torically: many of the themes and problems related to it can be found in contem-
porary life as well.

The motifs found in Blaumanis's works have inspired also film directors, not-
ably Janis Strei¢s who once said: "Blaumanis has written down the code of our
national character and if we can decipher it, we get closer to our roots and our
self-respect. Through this code we assign our nation's story to eternity. Whoever
deciphers this code knows who Latvians are."

Blaumanis was also an accomplished poet. Lines from his poem of 1902, "The
Bugler of Talava" are assigned to national memory. The medieval guard in the
poem does not accept a bribe from the enemy and sacrifices his life to warn the
fighters sleeping in the castle. What he says to the enemy was also Blaumanis's
credo:

"My gold is my people,

My pride is my people's pride!

Whoever comes to destroy it,

Shall perish and ride to hell!"

Celebrating Riidolfs Blaumanis's contribution to Latvian culture as a veritable
gold deposit, the Bank of Latvia has issued a coin dedicated to the 150th anni-
versary since his birth.
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Nominalvertiba — 1 lats, svars — 22.00 g,
diametrs — 35.00 mm, metals — 925° sudrabs,
kvalitate: proof, monétas josta — ar uzrakstu.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis Aigars Ozolins, tas gipSa modeli veidojusi Ligita Franckevica.

Mongta kalta Regia Autonomd Monetaria Statului (Rumanija).

Face value: 1 lats; weight: 22.00 g;
diameter: 35.00 mm; metal: silver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof; edge: lettered.

The coin has been designed by Aigars Ozolins, modelled by Ligita Franckevica,
and struck by Regia Autonomd Monetdria Statului (Romania).

Kur§ latvietis kaut reizi dzivé nav noskatijies Ridolfa Blaumana (1863—
1908) lugu "Skroderdienas Silmacos"? Janu ieligoSana daudziem no mums nav
domajama bez saimnieces Antonijas, Aleksa un Karléna, Pindaka un Pindacisas,
Joskes un Abrama. ArT komedija "No saldenas pudeles" apjoko Latvijas lauku
dzives tikumus. Ar dasnu humora izjutu apvelfitais varda meistars "P&terburgas
Avizgs" vadija satirisko pielikumu "Purva mala", lidzigi darbojas arf laikraksta
"Latvija", tapat publicgjas ka Gravracis un Matiss Kezbers.

Tacu Ridolfa Blaumana nozimigakais ieguldijums latviesu literatiira ir vina no-
pietna, ar socidliem un individualiem konfliktiem piesatinata dramaturgija un
proza — "Indrani", "Uguni", "Naves &na", "Purva bridgjs", "Raudupiete", "Salna
pavasart" un daudzi citi darbi. To sp&ks ir meistariga cilvéku attiectbu un pretru-
nu samezglojuma un tragisma piesatinata atrisinajuma. Rtdolfa Blaumana darbi
nav tautiski sentimentali, un dzives realitate tajos netiek idealiz&ta. Reti kurs tik
iespaidigi atainojis latvieSu lauku cilvéka dzivi un domasanas veidu 19. un 20. gs.
mija — laika, kad brieda un nostiprinajas latvieSu nacionala pasapzina un veido-
jas nakama valstiskuma pamati. Ridolfa Blaumana darbos cilvéka saknojums
Latvijas daba salied€jas ar visparcilvéciskam gara vertibam. Tie ir dzili univer-
salas harmonijas meklI&jumi, kas centréjas ap gimenes idealu un dzimto majvietu.
Sadu izjiitu Riidolfs Blaumanis kopa, dzivodams Erglu pagasta Brakos, viena no
Vidzemes skaistakajam vietam.

Latvie$a rakstura atklasmes Riidolfa Blaumana darbos var salidzinat ar vina laika-
biedriem, zviedru naciondlromantisma parstavjiem Andersu Cornu (Anders
Zorn) un Karlu Lasonu (Carl Larsson), kuri savas gleznas lidzigi, bet tikai vi-
zuali, koncentréti defingja, kads ir tipiskais zviedrs vai zviedriete, kads ir vina
dzives stils, principi, pasaules uztvere. Un tas ir aktuali joprojam. Riidolfa Blau-
mana darbi nav tikai latvietibas vesturiska fiksacija — daudzas vina aplikotas

témas un problémas vérojamas ari miisdienas.

Riudolfa Blaumana darbu motivi rosindjusi ari kinorezisorus, un Janis Streics
reiz teicis: "Blaumanis ir pierakstijis nacionala rakstura kodu, lai mgs, atSifi€jot
to, piekliitu pie savam sakném, lai tickam pie savas pascienas, lai més caur $o kodu
varam rakstit savu tautu miizibai. Tas ir Blaumanis.

Kas pieklist $im kodam, tas atSifi€,

kas ir latviesi."

Ridolfa Blaumana vérienigaja daudzpusiba nozimiga vieta bijusi arT dzejai. Der
atceréties zZimigus vardus no viga 1902. gada saceréta "Talavas taurétaja". Sar-
dzes virs nelaujas uzpirkties no naidniekiem un, ziedojot dzivibu, paspgj bridi-
nat pilT dusoSos cinitajus, bet vina teiktais pauz arf Ridolfa Blaumana kredo:

"Mans zelts ir mana tauta,

Mans gods ir vinas gods!

Kas postidams vinu Sausta,

Uz pekli lai rayj to jods!"

Latvijas Banka, novertgjot Ruidolfa Blaumana devumu ka latviesu kulttiras zelta
depozitu, atzimé vina 150 gadu jubileju ar rakstniekam veltitu mongtu.

It seems there is hardly any Latvian who has never seen "Skroderdienas
Silmacos" (Tailor Days at Silmaci) by Riidolfs Blaumanis (1863—1908), with its
Midsummer Night's atmosphere and vivid characters drawn from rural life. The
comedy "No saldenas pudeles" (From the Sweet Bottle) also pokes inoffensive
fun at country life and morals. This master of humour was the editor of the sa-
tirical supplement "Purva mala" (On Swamp's Edge) to "P&terburgas Avizes"
(St. Petersburg Gazette), a Latvian newspaper out of St. Petersburg in the early
20th century and later in the newspaper "Latvija".

Yet Blaumanis's most important contribution to Latvian literature is his serious
work in fiction and drama: "Indrani", "Uguni" (Into the Fire), "Naves &na" (In
the Shadow of Death), "Purva bridgjs" (The Swamp Wader), "Raudupiete",
"Salna pavasari" (Frost in Spring) and many others. They draw their power from
the masterful depiction of entangled relationships and contradictions among
people and their often tragic resolution. Blaumanis's works lack pseudo-national
sentimentality, the life they reflect is never idealised.

There are hardly any among Latvian writers that

have portrayed the life and way of

thinking of country

people as realistically

and impressively.






